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NAKASONE ON IMPROVED USSR TIES, DOMESTIC ISSUES 


0W240209 Tokyo KYODO in English 0156 GMT 24 Jan 86 


[Text] Tokyo, Jan. 24 KYODO -- Prime Minister Yasuhiro Nakasone Friday reiterated 
Japan's determination to impove relations with the Soviet Union, while stressing the 
importance of Western solidarity in East-West ties. Nakasone took un Japan's Soviet 
policy in a keynote speech at a regular convention of the ruling Liberal-Democratic 
Party. Nakasone, who addressed the gathering in his capacity as the LDP president, said 
he hopes the recent Japan visit of Soviet Foreign Minister Eduard Shevardnadze wil! 
provide a starting point for "fruitful" relations between the two countries. 


However, the prime minister also underlined Japan's positiun as a "major member of 
the free world” and called for solidarity of the non-communist bloc in the runup to 
President Ronald Reagan's summit meeting with Soviet Party Chief Mikhail Gorbachev 


this year. 


He pledged Japan's best efforts to make a success of the upcoming Tokyo summit of 
seven industrial nations, noting that the gathering is “extremely important" as it 
takes place shortly before the second Reagan-Gorbachev summit. 


He said Japan should play an active role in promoting world peace and prosperity as an 
economic power which accounts for 10 percent of the world's GNP. In an action program 
adopted at the party convention, the LDP also pledged to build Japan into "a cultural 
state that is able to make a contribution to the world." 


On domestic politics, Nakasone also reiterated his determination to press ahead with a 
series of political and economic reforms which he has been undertaking as part of what 
he calls an “overhaul" of Japan's post-war political system, He cited educational 
reform, privatization of the national railway system and a major tax review as the main 
policy programs he plans to undertake. 


Nakasone also urged the Diet to take speedy action to rectify the imbalance of Lower 
House seats. The representation problem has assumed major political significance since 
the Supreme Court ruled last July that the present arrangements are unconstitutional. 


Nakasone's second two-year term as LDP president and hence prime minister runs until 
the end of October, and he made no reference to the subject. 


COMPROMISE PROCESS IN USSR-JOINT COMMUNIQUE VIEWED 


0W240555 Tokyo KYODO in English 0540 GMT 24 Jan 86 


["News Analysis: The Politician's Instinct That Produced a Japan-Soviet Compromise" -- 
by Shiro Yoneyama -- KYODO headline] 


[Text] Tokyo, Jan. 24 KYODO -- A politician's instinct prevailed over a diplomat's 
face-saving attempt. That is how Foreign Ministers Shintaro Abe of Japan and Eduard 
Shevardnadze of the Soviet Union came to compromise on a recent joint communi‘jue. "Soth 
he and I came to know each other better" at the end of talks that lasted over 10 hours 
over a three-day period last week when Shevardnadze was visiting Japan as the first 
Soviet foreign minister to do so in a decade, Abe says. 
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An unscheduled 90-minute session during which the deal on the joint communique was 
struck was a tough one for Abe, a 6l-year-old veteran politician. 


A high-ranking Foreign Ministry official revealed that Deputy Soviet Foreign Minister 
Mikhail Kapitsa, suddenly interrupting the stalled Abe-Shevardnadze dialogue on four 
disputed Soviet-occupied islands off northern Japan, threatened to leave the nego- 
tiating table. But Shevardnadze, unlike his predecessor Andrey Gromyko, restrained 
his deputy, an expert on Asia, and finally said that his country is prepared to 
listen to the Japanese side on the territorial issue, which the Soviets say does noi 
exist, according to the Japanese ministry official. 


"Kapitsa is an old-time hardliner determined not to make any concession to a country 
like Japan," the unnamed official said, adding that such an old Soviet tactic as 
employed by the career diplomat does not work in present day Japan-Soviet negot iat ions 


The communique, a result f£ night after night of working-level consultations and 

the last-minute political compromise between the foreign ministers, formally endorsed 
the resumption of peace treaty talks, suspended since 1978. The communique also 
implicitly mentioned, at least in Japan's view, the territorial question as one of 
"the problems which might constitute the content" of a peace treaty on the basis of 

a 1973 accord between then Prime Minister Kakuei Tanaka and the late Soviet leader 
Leonid Brezhnev. 


In some respect, the first regular Japan-Soviet foreign ministers’ consultations in 
eight years provided Abe and Shevardnadze with the opportunity to gauge their diplo- 
matic skills and political talent for heading their governments in the future. 
Shevardnadze's Tokyo visit and its success were mandatory for Abe who, along with 
Finance Minister Noboru Takeshita and the ruling Liberal-Democratic Party's 
Executive Council Chairman Kiichi Miyazawa, is at the forefront of a forthcoming 
race to succeed Yasuhiro Nakasone. 


While the Japanese Foreign Ministry is claiming a partial victory over the visit, 
there is no indication that the Soviets are prepared to discuss the territorial 
issue in earnest. As Japanese Government officials have admitted, the Kremlin's 
allegedly softer stance on the knotty issue is attributable to some extent to the 
general warming of East-West relations as manifested by last November's U.S.-Soviet 
summit between President Ronald Reagan and General Secretary Mikhail Gorbachev. 

The Japan-Soviet communique and its tone thus may help chart the future course of 
bilateral relations without a prospect for a dramatic thaw in the foreseeable future. 


GOVERNMENT 'READY' TO PAY FISHING FEES TO USSR 


0W240601 Tokyo KYODO in English 0547 GMT 24 Jan 36 


[Text] Tokyo, Jan. 24 KYODO -- Japan has suggested that it is ready to pay a certain 
amount of fishing "cooperation" fees to the Soviet Union provided the Soviets markedly 
ease restrictions on Japanese fishing boats operating in their 200-mile waters. 

The Fishery Agency said Friday the suggestion was made in Japan-Soviet fishery 
negotiations which resumed Thursday in Moscow after a gap of more than two weeks due 
to a deadlock over fishing conditions in each other's 200-mile zones. 


The Soviet side had asked Japan to pay about 10 billion yen as cooperation fees 
for hauls in excess of 200,000 tons within a minimum ceiling of 600,000 tons for 


this year. 


In suggesting the compromise, Japan asked for easier fishing operations in Soviet 
waters, as previous Soviet-proposed conditions would make it virtually impossible 
for Japan tc reach the 600,000-ton quota. 


IV. 24 Jan 86 C 3 JAPAN 


FURTHER REPORTAGE ON MUTUAL DEFENSE TALKS 


U.S. Confirms ‘Team Spirit' 
0W171355 Tokyo KYODO in English 1238 GMT 17 Jan 86 


[Text] Honolulu, Jan. 17 KYODO -- Top U.S. defense officials now visiting here Thursday 
afternoon (Friday afternoon Japan time) said that the "Team Spirit-86" joint U.S.-South 
Korea military exercises will be conducted as usual. 


Both Richard Armitage, U.S. assistant secretary of defense for international security, 
and Adm. Ronald Hays, U.S. military commander in the Pacific, denied rumors that U.S.- 
South Korea joint military exercises might be suspended or postponed this year in view 
of a mounting atmosphere for dialogue between North and South Korea. The two were 
speaking to a group of Japanese reporters visiting here to cover the 16th working-level 
bilateral Japan-U.S. consultations on security. 


Adm. Hays, who will command the "Team Spirit-86" joint military exercises, said that 
there is no need to suspend the military exercises, because they are conducted regularly 
every year for defense purposes and for raising efficiency in teamwork between U.S. and 
South Korean forces. 


Armitage told the Japanese reporters that the "Team Spirit" military exercises would in 
no way provoke North Koreans. 


There have been rumors and speculation that the "Team Spirit" joint military exercises 
might be suspended or postponed this year because of a mounting mood for dialogue 
between the two Koreas. 


A KYODO dispatch from Seoul reported Friday that the joint U.S.-Korea forces head- 
quarters in Seoul announced Friday that it would make an announcement concerning "Team 
Spirit-86" on Saturday. 


North Korea announced on February 11 that effective February 1 it would stop all 
military exercises for the duration of its dialogue with South Korea. At the same time, 
it urged the United States and South Korea to halt military exercises in South Korea 
also from February 1. Last year, North Korea stopped its dialogue with South Korea 
during the period when joint U.S.-South Korea military exercises were conducted -- from 
February through April. 


Military sources in Seoul said that in view of North Korea's request for halting of 
joint military exercises, some steps might be taken this year, for instance, to shorten 
the period of such exercises. 


U.S. Says Defense Program Fine 


0W180441 Tokyo KYODO in English 0415 GMT 15 Jan 86 


~~ * eran eer 


[Text] Honolulu, Jan. 17 KYODO -- A senior U.S. Defense Department official said 

Friday the United States does not want any major change in Japan's national defense 
program which was laid down in 1976. Such a change would result in reorganization of H 
the existing framework of U.S.-Japan security arrangements and responsibility, said ’ 
James Kelley, deputy assistant secretary of defense for East Asian and Pacific affairs. 

Nobody desires substantial alterations of the defense program, he added in a statement 

at the end of three days of security consultations between U.S. and Japanese officials. 
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Japanese Defense Agency sources described the remark as "unusual" in the light of the 
basic U.S. position seeking improvement of Japan's defense capabilities, particularly 
those aimed at protecting its sea-lanes. 


The remark comes at a time when an advisory committee to Japanese Prime Minister 
Yasuhiro Nakasone is considering review of the defense program. 


Also in the statement, Kelley said Japan is supposed to play a purely defensive role in 
security affairs. He said the United States and Asian countries would not welcome an 
increase in Japanese military strength to the point where Japan could protect itself 
from conventional and nuclear attacks unassisted. 


On other issues, U.S. officials asked Japan to find a new air base for night landing 
Practice for airplanes from the aircraft carrier Midway and to increase Japan's share 
in expenses for U.S. servicemen stationed in Japan. The Japanese Defense Agency plans 
to construct an airfield on Miyake-Jima Island south of Tokyo but people living there 
object to the project. 


Speaking to reporters, Shinji Yazaki, vice director general of the agency, said the 
regular consultations demonstrated steady progress in Japan-U.S. defense cooperation, 
which was stepped up by Defense Agency Chief Koichi Kato, a cabinet minister, and U.S. 
Defense Secretary Caspar Weinberger in their meeting last year. "The U.S. officials 
strongly impressed us with their growing trust and expectations for Japan's defense 
efforts," Yazaki added. 


Meanwhile, Deputy Undersecretary of Defense Richard Armitage spurned suggestions of 
linking Japan's huge trade surplus with the United States to defense froblems between 
the two countries. Some U.S. congressmen demand that Japan increase imports of U.S. 
weapons to reduce the trade imbalance with the United States, which reached almost 40 
billion dollars in 1985. 


Armitage, whc also took part in the defense ccnsultations, was a guest speaker on the 
topic of the U.S.-Japan trade dispute and bilateral defense relations. 


N. KOREA TO BE CONSULTED BEFORE HO TAM'S VISIT 


0W231245 Tokyo KYODO in English 1242 GMT 23 Jan 86 


[Text] Tokyo, Jan. 23 KYODO -- Japan has told South Korea that Japan will not go 
ahead with a plan to invite former North Korean Foreign Minister Ho Tam to Japan 
without first consulting South Korea, a Foreign Ministry official said Thursday. 
Japan also told South Korea that the visit should come only after the North-South 
dialogue makes appreciable progress and thus the visit is unlikely this year, he said. 


Ho Tam, North Korean Politburo member, accepted an invitation to visit Japan when it 

was extended by Japanese Diet member Yoichi Tani last week when he visited Pyongyang. 
Tani, acting chairman of the Japan-(North) Korea Parliamentarians League for Friend- 

ship, said the date of Ho's visit would be decided after consultations with officials 
of the suprapartisan group. 


Japan does not have diplomatic relations with North Korea. Visits by North Korean 
officials will be accepted on a case-by-case tasis, the Foreign Ministry official 
said. 
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NAKASONE'S' TRADE POSITION SATISFIES EC'S DELORS 
0W231058 Tokyo KYODO in English 0913 GMT 23 Jan 86 


[Text] Tokyo, Jan 23 KYODO -- Jacques Delors, president of the European Community (EC) 
Commission, expressed satisfaction Thursday that Prime Minister Yasuhiro Nakasone has 
shown him the political will to correct the current large Japanese trade surplus with 
the EC and the United States. Meeting reporters at the Japan National Press Club, 
Delors said the permanent control of Japanese exports will not be a solution to elimi- 
nating the trade imbalance. What is needed most, he said, is Japanese effort to in- 
crease imports, particularly of manufactured goods, from its trading partners. "The 
prime minister confirmed his political will to reduce the imbalance in terms of trade 
and payments between Japan on the one side and the U.S. and the EC on the other side," 
Delors said. 


Nakasone, who hosted a dinner party Tuesday for Delors, responded with a promise to make 
it Japan's national target to achieve a better equilibrium in external trade. 


Japan had a trade surplus of 11 billion dollars with the EC and 39 Billion dollars with 
the U.S. last year based on preliminary Japanese Government figures. 


Delors said how to reflect the prime minister's political will among the Japanese and 
how to find ways to increase imports are problems for the Japanese Government and in- 
dustry. "It is not my problem," he said. 


But Delors said he has too much respect for the quality of the Japanese people and the 
remarkable Japanese economic performance to insist on a formula for the solution of the 
trade issue. 


An EC delega. on last year asked Japan to set an import target or import visition, but 
these notions were only different expressions of EC wishes for Japan to substantially 
reduce its trade surplus with Europe, he said. While the European Parliament and some 
EC member nations are critical of Japan's trade surplus, the EC president said he will 
be pleased to discuss the results of his Japanese tour with them. "I have done my duty, 
all my duty," he said. 


The EC president, who arrived here Monday, has had talks with Nakasone, Foreign Minister 
Shintaro Abe, International Trade and Industry Minister Michio Watanabe, Liberal-Demo- 
cratic Party Vice President Susumu Niksido and business leaders on bilateral Japan-EC 
problems and the coming summit in May of seven industrial democracies. 


Delors said the importance of the summit is to make a good signal to the rest of the 
world showing the participants’ commor approach to world problems, including multilater- 
al trade negotiations under the general agreement on tariffs and trade, with the inter- 
ests of developing nations taken into consideration. 


BRIEFS 


"MADE IN EUROPE’ FAIR -- Tokyo, 22 Jan KYODO -- The Japan External Trade Organization 
(JETRO) said Thursday it will hold a “made in Europe" fair in Kobe, western Japan, in 
March. It will be the second such large-scale import promotion fair following a "made 
in U.S.A." fair in March last year. To be held for five days starting March 26, it will 
feature various industrial equipment from about 150 companies in 13 European nations, a 
JETRO spokesman said. [Text] [Tokyo KYODO in English 0543 GMT 22 Jan 86 OW] 
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UNIFICATION MINISTER URGES NORTH FAITH IN TALKS 


SK230155 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 23 Jan 86 pp l, 6 


[Text] Minister of National Unification Pak Tong-chin, strongly urging North Korea 
to demonstrate good faith on the inter-Korea dialogue, said yesterday the realization 
of a south-north summit talk depends on north Korea's sincere desire to improve the 
inter-Korea relations. 


"The north Korean excuse for making an unilateral decision to postpone the inter- 
Korea talks already agreed for this spring is not only unconvincing but also seif- 
contradictory in view of north Korea's past behaviors," Minister Pak observed. In 

an interview he had with The Korea Herald yesterday on the occasion of the fourth 
anniversary of the epoch-making declaration by President Chon Tu-hwan of the "Formula 
for National Reconciliation and Democratic Unification," Pak said: 


"As for the possible summit talk between the two top leaders to which Kim Il-song 

made a brief reference in his New Year message, the fact is that our side, on Jan. 
22, 1982 proposed to the north this meeting between the two leaders. And we have 

left the fixing of the date and venue to the north Korean side and urged Pyongyang 
on numerous occasions to respond to our proposal favorably." 


On Jan. 18, 1983, President Chon proposed a four-point agenda for the highest level 
political talk. Minister Pak added, "Such a summit talk must be inevitably preceded 
by an adequate preparation and arrangements which will guarantee some positive out- 
come to satisfy the expectation of fellow countrymen if it can ever take place 
between the south and the north." 


In his personal view, however, it would be wise for both parties to avoid any hasty 
attempt to reach agreements at the first meeting on all outstanding issues between 
the south and the north if the proposed summitry is to make any progress toward 
national reconciliation. 


He stressed that it was more than naive to expect that many hard and complex prob- 
lems that have divided the south and the north for the last four decades could be 
so simply resolved overnight, and accordingly both parties concerned are required 
to make step-by-step approach to pending issues without excessive ambition. 


Minister Pak said that both parties might easily agree to hold additional talks in 
the future in order to discuss other remaining important issues continuously. "The 
good example set by President Nixon and Chinese Premier Chou Enlai in February 1972 
at the end of the former's visit to China provides a lesson to learn from," said 
the minister who served as the foreign minister from 1975 to 1980. 


Emphasizing the importance of setting up a right order of priority in discussing 
pending issues between the south and the north ideologically divided for a long 
time, Pak recalled an old proverb that one who runs after two hares will catch neither. 


Turning to President Chon Tu-hwan's New Year policy statement in which he made some 
specific reference to Pyongyang's posture toward Seoul, Minister Pak deplored the 
lack of good faith on the part of north Korea in pursuing the inter-Korea talks. 
"By good faith," he said, "I mean roughly that north Korea is called upon to live 
up to its own positive words that it has so often pronounced in regard to the dia- 
logue since the fall of 1984." He charged that Pyongyang's words ou.Jide the 
conference hall and actual deeds at the conference table did not coincide as the 
north Korean delegations at both Red Cross talks and the economic talks have shown 
rather reluctant attitude toward running the discussions in a more e“ficient manner 
so as to reach substantive accords more quickly. 
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In reply to the north Korean accusation that the south is poisoning the peaceful 
atmosphere of the south-north dialogue by carrying out "Team Spirit" exercise, Pak 
pointed out that north Korea has already carried out many more military exercises 
in secret. "North Korea recently deployed additional armored divisions near DMZ, 
thus increasing tensions while the south carries out the 'Team Spirit' exercise 
openly with an advance notice to the northern side, coupled by a cordial invitation 
to both the north Korean and the Chinese authorities to observe the exercise if 
they so wish," he added. 


He continued by saying that Seoul has a good reason to maintain strong security 
cooperation with the United States and continue "Team Spirit" joint exercise every 
year. "North Korea must get rid of its self-righteous and unrealistic view that the 
Republic of Korea is under the U.S. colonial domination and the Korean reunification 
can be attained by liberating the Republic of Korea from this foreign domination if 
the north is ready to show good faith on real improvement of the inter-Korean rela- 
tions for the sake of a lasting peace on the Korean peninsula." 


Asked about the possibility of realizing President Chon's historic proposal of 

Jan. 22, 1982, Minister Pak replied that once north Korea becomes aware that the 
firm establishment of peace is essential to the advancement of the goal of peaceful 
unification, it will come to appreciate the true spirit of Fresident Chon's proposal. 
"There is no other way but to go through such a process as an interim measure as 
long as Korea remains divided by two antagonistic ideologies and different systems, 
each closely linked with one of the superpowers," he observed. 


In this connection, the 63-year-old minister again urged north Korea to seriously 
consider President Chon's proposal on the conclusion of "Provisional Agreement on 
Basic Relations between South and North Korea." 


Commenting on the growing close cooperation between Pyongyang and Moscow, Pak pri- 
vately observed that it was "a sort of marriage of convenience." North Korea seeks 
the reinforcement of modern weapons including MIG aircrafts and the Soviet economic 
aid to solve its military requirement and economic difficulties while the Soviet 
Union endeavors to promote its new active Asian strategy aiming at countering the 
alleged increased tripartite security cooperation among the United States, Japan and 
the Republic of Korea in the Paciiic-Asia region." 


He went on by saying that as there are rather comfortable mutual communications 
continuing between the United States and China in regard to the question of peace 

and war in northeast Asia, the Soviet Union, after the emergence of General Secretary 
Gorbachev, might have felt-acutely that it needed a stronger diplomatic instrument as 
well as strategic advantage with which to intervene in the affairs of northeast Asia 
by deepening its alliance with north Korea. 


"Since the Soviet Union will no doubt gain greater influence than before in its 
relations with north Korea which is about to come under the full dictatorial control 
by the young Kim Chong-il, the world community should address its attention to how 
the Soviet Union will utilize this increased power in the future when dealing with 
the Korean situation including the current series of south-north dialogue," he 


remarked. 


In concluding the interview, Minister Pak said, "We are well aware of what the north 
Korean strategy is about the current dialogue with our side but we intend to deal 
with them in a flexible way with patience and a long-term perspective without getting 
pessimistic at all about our ultimate success." 
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ABE, SHEVARDNADZE DISCUSS KOREANS IN SAKHALIN 


SK230906 Seoul TONG-A ILBO in Korean 20 Jan 86 p l 
[By Tokyo correspondent Chang Song-won] 


[Texc] On the afternoon of 19 January Japanese Foreign Minister Abe Shintaro called a 
press conference to sum up the Japan-Soviet foreign ministers talks. In the press con- 
ference, he said that Soviet Foreign Minister Eduard Shevardnadze expressed the basic 
Soviet stand for success in the ongoing North-South dialogue and said that study and 
consideration would be conducted and given with a humanitarian point of view concerning 
the question of the repatriation of South Koreans living in the Soviet Sakhalin, and on 
the question of their visits to South Korea. 


In mentioning the question of the Korean peninsula discussed in the talks, Foreign 
Minister Abe said that in the talks he stressed the assistance by the countries 
concerned for the creation of atmosphere, and the cooperation by the whole world, 
including the Soviet Union, for the success of the 1988 Seoul Olympic Games -- a 
festival cf peace. He said that views were exchanged over the question of the 
simultaneous entry into the United Nations by North and South Korea and other questions 
as well. 


Foreign Minister Abe said that, with regard to these questions, Soviet Foreign Minister 
Shevardnadze expressed the basic Soviet stand for success in the North-South dialogue 
and adopted the attitude that the Soviet Union supports the stand of North Korea as far 
as the question of the simultaneous entry into the United Nations and other similar 
questions are concerned. In particular, reminding that the Soviet side had continued 

to maintain the stand that the questions of the Koreans in Sakhalin is not a concern 
between Japan and the Soviet Union, Foreign Minister Abe said that Japan in the talks 
strongly requested the Soviet side to pave the way for the repatriation of those Koreans 
or for their visits to South Korea with a humanitarian point of view, because Japan is 
responsible for the Koreans residing in Sakhalin. Shevardnadze said there was no change 
in the basic Soviet stand toward the question of the Koreans on Sakhalin, but the Soviet 
Union will study and consider Japan's humanitarian request. 


YI MIN-U, TWO KIMS TO START SIGNATURE CAMPAIGN 


SK230058 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 23 Jan 86 p 1 


[Text] The opposition camp will kick off a signature-garnering campaign for constitu- 
tional revision next month, opposition leaders Yi Min-u, Kim Tae-chung and Kim Yong-sam 
announced yesterday. The nationwide drive seeking to reintroduce the direct presi- 
dential election system will be carried out by a union of opposition forces, including 
the major opposition New Korea Democratic Party and the Council for the Promotion of 
Democracy, for the goal of collecting signatures from 10 million people. The decision 
was made at a three-hour meeting last night. 


They urged the government to complete the "democratization" of the nation within this 
year, which they claimed was the only way to give hope to the people and make the 1986 
Asian Games and the 1988 Olympics successful. The democratization means the constitu- 
tional reform to allow the people to elect the President by direct popular vote. They 
expressed doubts as to how government can demand the national reconciliation, while it 
turns a deaf ear to the fervent desire of the people for democracy. 
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ANNUAL KUFNCD NATIONAL COUNCIL MEETING HELD 


Heng Samrin Speaks 
BK2Z20755 Phnom Penh SPK in French 0415 GMT 22 Jan 86 


[Text] Phnom Penh, 21 Jan (SPK) -- Heng Samrin, general secretary of the KPRP Central 
Committee and chairman of the Council of State, warmly congratulated the work of the 
annual meeting of the KUFNCD National Council held since yesterday, 20 January. 


Addressing the meeting during the afternoon session of the lst day, Heng Samrin recalled 
the essential points of the political report presented to the recent party congress, in 
particular the all-round success scored by the Cambodian people and their armed forces 
during the past 7 years. He said that the front is one cf the six factors ensuring the 
victory of the Cambodian revolution. 


He called on all levels of the front's organizations throughout the country to constant- 
ly strengthen the worker-peasant alliance which, according to him, constitutes the 
foundation of the revolution and an energetic force in the struggle for a new phase of 
the revolution. He called on the meeting's participents to mobilize every component of 
patriotic and progressive forces, including ethnic minorities, the clergy, and others, 
in the struggle against every enemy maneuver. He called on them to show patriotism, 
love for the new regime, the people's spirit of being master of the country, and to 
strengthen international relations, expand friendship associations, and constantly 
promote propaganda on the bonds of international solidarity and, foremost, the Cambodia- 
Vietnam-Laos solidarity. 


Chairman Heng Samrin also asked members of the front to further encourage agricultural 
production and publicize the 6-point clemency policy of the party and state toward 
persons misled by enemy propaganda. 


Chea Sim Speaks 
BK231036 Phnom Penh SPK in French 0417 GMT 23 Jan 86 


[Text] Phnom Penh, 23 Jan (SPK) -- "The conference of the front National Council warmly 
salutes the 15 January 1986 declaration by Mikhail Gorbachev, general secretary of the 
CPSU Central Committee, dealing with the extension until 31 March 1986 of the moratorium 
on nuclear testing unilaterally undertaken on 6 August 1985 and with an effective and 
efficacious control system at all stages to verify the implementation of the program to 
eradicate nuclear arms." 


That was what Chea Sim, chairman of the KUFNCD National Council, stressed in a closing 
speech at the fifth annual conference of the Front National Council which concluded on 
Tuesday afternoon after 3 days of work. Chea Sim also said that the conference warmly 
welcomes the unanimous support of the Front National Council members for the proposal to 
terminate the first term of the National Assembly of the PRK. 


According to Chea Sim, all the participants of the above conference expressed their 
determination to thoroughly spread the political lines of the party, state, and front 
in all localities, including the remotest regions of the country, intensify the mass 
agitation movement, and ensure the effectiveness of the exhortation on the masses, 
people, and all social forces into participating actively in the triple revolutionary 


movement. 
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They expressed their determination to heighten national solidarity and the solidarity of 
socialist internationalism, particularly the spirit of militant alliance of Cambodia- 
Vietnam-Laos solidarity and of solidarity with the Soviet Union and other fraternal 
socialist countries, the factor guaranteeing the victories of the Cambodian revolution, 
and also to intensively increase the work efficiency of the front for the purposes of 
fruitfully implementing the conference resolutions. 


Attending the closing ceremony, among others, were Heng Samrin, general secretary of 

the KPRP Central Committee and chairman of the Council of State; Mat Ly, member of the 
KPRP Central Committee Political Bureau and chairman of the Kampuchean Federation of 
Trade Unions; Ros Chhun, alternate member of the KPRP Central Committee and secretary 
general of the KUFNCD National Council; Chan Ven, Men Chhna, and the Venerable Tep Vong, 
vice chairmen of the Front National Council, and other personalities. Many members of 
the diplomatic corps accredited to Cambodia were also invited to the ceremouy. 


SRV OUSTS HENG SAMRIN TROOPS FROM PHNOM PENH 


BK24015 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 24 Jan 86 p 1 


[Text] Vietnam has moved Heng Samrin troops out of Phnom Penh and is guarding the 
capital with its own forces following recent serious conflicts including a mutiny, the 
Supreme Command said yesterday. Elements of Heng Samrin's 2nd Division based in the 
southwestern province of Koh Kong mutinied against Hanoi's 339th Division for its harsh 
treatment of civilian forced labourers on the border opposite Chanthaburi and Trat 
provinces. 


Supreme Command spokesman Lt-Gen Wichit Bunyawat said fierce fighting broke out and the 
rebels seized some Vietnamese tanks and trucks. Lt-Gen Wichit did not give details of 
casualties but said the 2nd division was disbanded after the rebellion was put down. 


The mutiny heightened mutual distrust between Vietnamese and Heng Samrin forces, causing 
Vietnam to replace its allied troops guarding Phnom Penh, said the general. Phnom Penh, 
he said, was now virtually guarded by about 13,000 Vietnamese soldiers. 


Several factors had rendered the Vietnamese unable to launch the annual dry-season 
offensive on the Thai border in spite of a troop build-up, said Lt-Gen Wichit. Khmer 
resistance fighters had broken up into small guerrilla bands operating in the Kampuchean 
interior, he said, leaving no fixed resistance positions worth a large-scale operation. 
The guerrillas’ hit-and-run tactic had effectively disrupted Vietnamese logistic 
supplies. In addition, Vietnam was not ready for a big offensive due to its economic 
situation, low morale among its fighters and conflicts with their allied forces. 


Army spokesman Maj-Gen Narudon Detpradiyut said Hanoi had recently moved a large number 
of troops and supplies, including tanks and fuel, from Vietnam through southern Laos 
into Samraong District of Siem Reap and Oddar Meanchey. 


Reinforcements and heavy weapons were also deployed to Thmar Pouk, Battambang Province, 
opposite Ta Phraya District, he said. About 2,000 Khmer civilians had been drafted to 
clear forest, build barricades and lay mines in Kampuchean areas opposite Ta Yum of 
Sangkha District to Kap Choeng District of Surin Province. 


the 550th Regiment's engineers were also used to dig a strategic trench parallel to the 
Thai border from Poipet across Aranyaprathet up to Nong Chan, Ta Phraya, covering a 
distance of about 16 kilometres, said Maj-Gen Narudon. The trench, he said, was 
designed to prevent Heng Samrin soldiers and Khmer civilians defectins to Thailand. 
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Vietnamese reinforcements were reported in Pailin District of Battambang where the Viet- 
namese were engaged in a suppression drive against the Khmer Rouge, according to Captain 
Sumit Chunmanat of the Chanthaburi-Trat Task Force. 


On January 3, several Vietnamese MI-8 and MI-24 gunships and AN-26 bombers from Siem 
Reap conducted a 50-minute strikes and strafing runs against suspected resistance 
positions nezc a river bank in Siem Reap Province. The spokesman said Vie*namese 
troups had planed a large number of landmines and booby traps along the bi -der 
across Pong Tnamron District 


VOK CALLS FOR UNITY IN FIGHT AGAINST VIETNAMESE 


BK240455 (Clandestine) Voice of the Khmer in Cambodian 0500 GMT 23 Jan 86 
["Political commentary": "A Major Goal to Which the Cambodians Must Adhere"] 


[Text] All Cambodians, wherever they are, often claim or declare that they love the 
Cambodian nation very much. Everything they do, the Cambodians always think that it is 

a contribution to Cambodia. Besides the Cambodians who are fighting against the 

foreign enemies, those Cambodians living abroad far away from their fatherland still 

have great concern for their country and claim that they love their nation very much. 
Moreover, some other Cambodians like Heng Samrin and Hun Sen have also declared their 
love of the nation despite the fact that they are wholeheartedly serving the Vietnamese. 
If so, is it enough for the current Cambodian sons and daughters to just say that they 
love their nation? Loving the nation, one must help the nation. Helping the nation is 
to fulfill one's duty in time of need. This is done by fixing a major goal which responds 
to the interests of the Cambodian nation. The current goal is different from that during 
the period before 1979. At that time, we wanted something else. At present, we want 
something different from that. This is because our Cambodian is in another kind of 
danger, that is Vietnam is trying to swallow our nation. On whatever pretext, the 
presence of the Vietnamese in Cambodia is a step toward exterminating the Cambodian race. 
For this reason, the major goal of the Cambodians is, first of all, to fight against 

the Vietnamese enemies who are attempting to eradicate Cambodia from the world map. 


Cambodia is so unfortunate. There are too many Cambodian groups. These groups have 
different political views, ideals, and thinking. The volume of their greed, love, and 
hatred differs. All these are the causes for the Cambodians to split up into many 
groups. If we Cambodians are careless 2nd become greedier, we will certainly split up 
into many more groups. This is a frightful matter. But is there any important formula 
for solving this Cambodian problem? We must fix a common goal, that is we must jointly 
fight in order to drive all Vietnamese out of Cambodia. We must unite, forget about 
our different views, stop practicing favoritism, and abandon the greed for ranks and 
honor. We must try our utmost to reach this goal. But if we cannot do that much, all 
we have to do is try not to quarrel or compete with our fellow Cambodians. Even though 
we cannot unite as one, all Cambodians i. each political group or living anywhere 
shovld at least cooperate and go side with one another in order to to reach this common 
goal for the time being, that is fight in order to force the. Vietnamese to withdraw 
from Cambodia. Conflicts among the Cambodians can be judged only by the Cambodian 
citizens through a free election. In every country, there are political parties of 
different views. This is natural. The only important thing is how they solve their 
problems. 


The major goal that the Cambodians must pursue presently is to fight and seize our 
independence from the Vietnamese by cooperating with each other and not attacking 

each other. The Voice of the Khmer which is the voice of the Cambodian people wants to 
see all Cambodian groups, including the Heng Samrin group, cooperate and proceed 

toward realizing this goal in order to drive the Vietnamese out of Cambodia. 
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VONADK COMMUNIQUE ON SRV TROOPS JANUARY ARRIVALS 


BK230215 (Clandestine) Voice of the National Army of Democratic Kampuchea in Cambodian 
2315 GMT 22 Jan 86 


[21 January communique of the DK National Army Surpreme Command] 


[Text] The Vietnamese authorities sent additional troops to the battlefield of aggression 
in Cambodia during mid-December and mid-January: 


1. From 25 December 1985 to 10 January 1986, the Vietnamese authorities sent 2,500 
fresh troops from the east together with 24 T-54 tanks by ship to Phnum Kraom in Siem 
Reap Province and 700 other fresh troops by truck from Siem Reap town through Route 

6 to the western border. Some of these fresh troops are engaged in protecting Siem 
Reap town while the bulk was sent steadily to the western border battlefield. 


2. On 25 December, the Vietnamese authorities sent 300 fresh troops by truck from the 
east to Puok District seat in Siem Reap Province. 


3. On 5 January, the Vietnamese authorities sent 700 fresh troops by truck from the 
east to Totoeng Thngai railway station in Krakor-District of Pursat Province. These 
troops are engaged in operations in this area. 


4. On 8 January, the Vietnamese authorities sent 700 fresh troops by truck from the 
east to Pailin. These fresh troops together with those troops posted in this area are 
engaged in operations on Pailin battlefield. 


5. On 9 January, the Vietnamese authorities sent 1,000 fresh troops by truck from the 
east to Treng and Chipang along the road leading to Samlot District office. These 
troops were sent steadily to the western border battlefield. 


6. On 2 and 3 January, they sent 2,000 fresh troops by ship from the east to Dang Tong 
town. Some of these troops are engaged in protecting Dang Tong town while some others 
were sent to Koh Kong Leu battlefield. 


7. At the beginning of January, two large ships of the Soviet Union carried guns, 
ammunition, and war material to Kompong Som Port. On 6 January, the Vietnamese 
authorities sent eight 130-mm artillery pieces from Kompong Som port through Route 4 to 


Phnom Penh. 


In total, from mid-December 1985 to mid-January 1986 they sent 7,900 troops, 24 T-54 tanks, 
8 13-mm artillery pieces, and tens of thousands of metric tons of assorted ammunition and 
war materiel to Cambodia. We have noted that the Vietnamese authorities have sent 
additional fresh troops, weapons, and ammunition to the battlefield of aggression in 
Cambodia every month. Moreover, at the beginning of January, the Soviet Union sent 

more weapons, ammunition, and war materiel to the Vietnamese authorities for carrying 

on their war of aggression against Cambodia. This clearly shows that the vociferous 
claims by the Vietnamese aggressors pretending that they are partially withdrawing 

troops from Cambodia or withdrawing all their troops by this or that year are merely 
shameless lies. We call on world public opinion to help scrutinize these deceitful 
maneuvers of the Vietnamese aggressors. 


[Date] 21 January 1986 


[Signed] The Supreme Command of the Democratic Kampuchean National Army 
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SIAM RAT ON U.S. PRIVATE SEARCHES FOR MIA'S 
BK230930 Bangkok SIAM RAT in Thai 22 Jan 86 p 2 


[Report by Chaiwat Yonpiam: "The Americans and Indochina (Via Thailand)"] 


[Text] There have been frequent visits to Indochina by American people recently even 
though the name Indochina used to be a bitter word for them as they lost the war to 
Vietnam 10 years ago. When President Reagan took office as leader of this super- 
power, he proclaimed in Washington that his policy includes the search for the American 
MIA's in Indochina no matter whether they are dead or alive. There are about 2,600 
American GI's listed as missing in action in Indochina at present. Two weeks ago a 
high-level U.S. delegation led by Assistant Defense Secretary Richard Armitage visited 
Hanoi in connection with the search for MIA's. Over the weekend another U.S. Congress- 
ional delegation went to Hanoi and even proceeded to Vientiane for the same purpose of 
finding the American GI's missing in action. 


In the wake of those visits, the MIA issue has become the subject of discusion by 
American people once again. There have been reports saying that there are quite a 

few Americans who are being detained in Indochina, working at various labor camps in 
Vietnam and Laos. The U.S. Department of Defense even came out with a statement 
saying that Washington had never ignored the issue, but donsidered that the GI's who 
remain in Indochina are there on their own free will and that they may not necessarily 
be forced to do hard work at labor camps. Hanoi, however, repeated its stand on this 
issue saying only that there are no more MIA's left in Vietnam as Vietnam has returned 
all the POW's to the United States a long time ago. Anyway, Hanoi added in the end 
that it will help America look for them if any of those GI's are found in some remote 
areas of Vietnam. 


How about Laos? Lao Foreign Minister Phoun Sipaseut told the U.S. Congressional dele- 
gation which visited Vientiane over the weekend that there are no American GI's 

left in Laos either in detention or at large. There may only be dead American 
soldiers and Laos would try to locate their remains if there are any. It seems that 
Laos is more concerned about the MIA issue than Vietnam, especially after the report 
saying Americans from the private sector plan to launch rescue missions of the Rambo 
type to search for GI's in Laos. Of course the launching ground for them would be 
from the right bank of the Mekong River, in other words from Thailand. Not only Laos 
is worried about this. Thailand itself does not seem to be happy with the plan of 
those off-screen Rambos. Thailand's relations with Laos are already in shattered con- 
dition. They would certainly come to an end if those foolhardy American Rambos staged 
their mission. It is not the desire of Thailand at all to have a quarrel with Laos. 


We do not know if the United States is aware of our state of relations with Laos. Our 
authorities, meanwhile, should inform them and tell those off-screen Rambos that, if 
they want to launch a mission to rescue American GI's in Vietnam, they could better 
swim there from the South China Sea. 


FOREIGN MINISTER ON REPORTED AMERICAN POW SEARCH 


BK230902 Bangkok NAEO NA in Thai 19 Jan 86 pp 1, 2 


[Text] Our newspaper NAEO NA earlier published a report from a reliable source that on 
3 January a team of four Americans sneaked into Thailand on a mission to help American 
POWs with help from the Lao citizens. 
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One of them is believed to be "James Bo Gritz," a former Green Beret officer who 
sneaked into Laos in 1982 to 1983. He was attacked by soldiers of the Lao Government 
and was forced to flee into Thailand and was arrested by the Thai authorities. Some- 
Time during the past 3 weeks, he sneaked into Laos again. However, it is reported 
that during a clash with Lao soldiers, one of the four was killed, one was wounded, and 
the other two are missing. But, another source said it might be a trick of Laos to 
arrest Americans to hold for ransom. The fate of the group is still not known. The 2d 
Army Region has ordered authorities to intercept and arrest them if they return to 
Thailand and to charge them with illegally entering and leaving the kingdom. 


Regarding this issue, Air Chief Marshal Sitthi Sawetsila, deputy prime minister and 
foreign minister, said that he still has not recieved any official report. Thailand 
has prohibited such attempts, and the United States has explained that they knew 
nothing about the mission. However, it is reported that about two or three Americans 
entered Laos. One is believed to have been killed while another was taken hostage. 
The 2d Army Region is keeping an eye on this matter. "These people like to do 
strange things. They might be people who have seen the film Rambo and like to follow 
suit. But they are not American Soldiers," the deputy prime minister said. 


ATHIT KAMLANG-EK DISCUSSES POLITICAL SITUATION 


BK231154 Bangkok First Army Division Radio in Thai 2300 GMT 22 Jan 86 


["Army Meets the People" program's recorded interview with Supreme Commander General 
Athit Kamlang-ek by an unidentified reporter whose voice is recognized by monitor 
and confirmed in Thai press to be that of Witsanu Khruangam; date not given] 


[Excerpts] [Witsanu] Dear listeners, we always have an honorable guest participating 
in our monthly special program. Our "Army Meets the People" program today presents a 
conversation with Supreme Commander and Army Commander General Athit Kamlang-ek. I 
have not seen him personally for many months, so I wovld like to take this opportunity 
to say happy new year to him. Happy new year, Mr Supreme Commander. 


[Athit] Happy new year to you. 


[Witsanu] Everyone will recall that from early December last year through the beginning 
of this year you led teams of senior military officers to visit military personnel in 
all parts of the country. Was there any special objective of these visits, or was it 

a routine practice? 


[Athit] Normally, we assign senior officiers to visit and inspect army units every 
year. The army commander personally visits only a few places. However, this year I 
felt that I personally should visit soldiers of all army regions, in particular 

those operating along the border. Besides, I took the opportunity to introduce our 
newly appointed chiefs of staff and senior officiers to our military units and brief 
them on our lines and policies, thus providing moral support for our subordinates. 
These trips were very useful because we were able to learn about their problems and 
give them instructions. Particularly, this year, 1986, will see the impact of 

both external and internal developments. However, we will try to solve, all problems 
through different ways and means. We must also admit that our economy is in a sort 
of criticial condition. This is an important issue because it has both direct and in- 
direct effects on the people and armed forces. We have to remind our subordinates of 
the budgetary limitation of the Armed Forces and instruct them to make full use of 
every cent of our budget in carrying out their duty of national defense and improving 


the efficiency of their units. 
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Moreover, the economic situation has affected the cost of living in the country. As 
you know, the income of our low-ranking soldiers and government officials has not in- 
creased in a good proportion witu the rising cost of living. We cannot do anythin: 
more than stick to our jobs. Since we cannot give them money we must give them mora! 
support so that they will continue to be patient and do their duties. Therefore, | 
personally had to go see them and encourage them. 


Another indirect impact of the economic problem might be an increase in robberies 
and crimes. When some people are hungry they are capabie of doing anything. Both 
soldiers and government officials must work together in maintaininy security in the 
country. We have to keep close contact and provide moral support for them to prevent 
the government and our country from further deterioration. I believe such trip: were 
necessary. We had to go out to visit our soldiers on new year's day or before or 
after, even though we were very tired because we traveled to remote and border areas. 
Our soldiers in the border areas have sacrificed everything they have to carry out 
their proud tasks assigned to them by the people. But they also need encouragement 
from the people from the rear. During our visits, we presented new year gifts from 
the people and students to them. 


[Witsanu) I would like to ask you a question pertaining to politics. A cabinet 
reshuffle has now been made, and the people have already stopped talking about it. 
However, we have never heard your opinion regarding this issue. In fact, there is no 
need to press for an answer from you. Since you are in charge of national security 
and your work covers all problems, what do you think sbout the recent cabinet 
reshuffle? 


[Athit] I probably have no comment because | learned about the ceshuffle at the same 
time other people did, from the press and radio. I was not informed in advance. 

The cabinet reshuffle was the affair of the government, leader of the government, 

and political parties. They did it as they deemed appropriate. fi have no opinion . 
because it was the policy at the government level. They deemed it appropriate for 
the administration of the country. However, we must give each individual enough time 
to prove his efficiency. At this moment, we, the military, have no comment. 


{Witsanu] This question concerns you directly. It has been rather frequently re- 
ported by the press that you plan to set up your own political party. [ cannot say 
whether the report is true or not. The report even further says that you might run 
in the general elections. Would you please tell us if the report is true or not. 
Do you have anything to say about such a report? 


[Atnit] Yes, I have heard about such news reports. There are so many news reports 
in Thailand. There are also many people who are always curious in the country. We 
have been confused by rumors. tf rumors were like radio frequencies, hey would 
clash in the air. I would like to say that | have never thought of doing such things 
as setting up a political party or running in the general elections. At this moment, 
I only think of doing my best to carry out my duties as assigned to me by the govern- 
ment, country, and people. No matter how [ have tried, [ am not yet satisfied. 
However, I will continue to make the effort to achieve my goal. We have enough 
political parties. One more would only confuse us. We have enough. There i no 
need for more political parties. I never think of setting up another political party 
because that is not a small or easy thine. It is easier to set up a charitable 
foundation. A political purty comprises people and requires money. When a lot of 
people get involved, there are all kinds of problems and confusion. [t is unlikely 
that I will set up a political party or rum in the general election. Some people 

say T will run in this or that province. I have not thought of such things. 
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I need time and must consider my health and other fac: ors befere I ean make any 
decision to do anything. I can tell you that I have not yet thought of doing such 
things. 


(Witsanu] ‘Thank you for your explanation. I tend to apree with you that we are 
being confused by both scrupulous and unscrupulous news. I believe that the rumors 
now spreading in the country, true or not, can affect the people's morale, Liveli- 
hood, and investment in the country to a certaln extent. Some groups of peopie even 
reportedly took temporary refuge in Buddhist cempics to comtort themselves aad pray 
to the sacred beings to save them from unscrupulous rumors. Do you have any sug- 
gestion for the peop:e to cope with the unscrupulous rumors now spreading in our 
soclety? 


[Athic] You said that some people even turn to see tranquility from Buddhist remples. 
I axree with them because it is one wav to end confusion and worries without having 

to use tranquilizers or medicine. However, going into a temple does aot mean that. 

we cut ourselves off from the world. [Uf we did, there would be no one to bring 

peace and order to the world. It is good to use our ftairh to help make things becter. 


In ary event, |} suggest that ve assume cont ali rumors are untrue. If we think they 
ave crue, we wlil be confused. While T was piaying badminton a few days ago, some- 
one .sked me about rumors. 1 was puzzled. They even asked if I knew that the 

prime minister had already been taken hostage. Rumors spread rather fast among the 
people. I believe that it is certainly not good to have a lot of rumors. We should 
be united. We must crosscheck ali news because cruiosity can make rumors. If T 

say something, they say I interfere. If T am quiet, they say } an thinking of some- 
thing. Everything is dificult for me. Curiousity on the parc of the people can 
cause rumors. I[f we can learn not te be curious and let things develop naturally, 
we can help suppress rumors. I am not a specalist in this field. However, this 

is my way of thinking. I do not know how to get rid of the people's curiosity. 


CABINET APPROVES TAX RESTRUCTURE PACKAGE 


BK220125 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 22 Jan 86 p 1 


[Excerpts] The Cabinet yesterday approved the long-awaited tax restructure package 
which aims to stimulate economic development and create a fairer system of income 
distribution. 


Under the package, vehicles using diesel or liquefied petroleum gas [LPG], with the 
exception of taxis and Bangkok Mass Transit Authority buses, will bear the brimt of 
higher road tax in the form of registration fees. 


Retail prices of petroleum products remain unchanged, though the oil tax structure 
was adjusted. 


Finance Minister Sommai Huntrakun said the new oil tax deal would make the domestic 
price structure more flexible in line with global prices. If crude oil dropped by 
$1.5 per barrel , he said, domestic retail prices would fall accordingly. 


The increase of import tax and registration fees on diesel cars and engines would 
discourage the switch to diesel, which is comparatively cheaper than benzine. 


Mr Sommai said his ministry did not press for higher diesel prices "because of the 
strong political wind." 
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Highlights of the Package 
Some of the details of the tax package are: 


-- No change in the retail prices of ali types of oil although their tax structure has 
altered. 


-- Tax assessible income bases are reduced from 13 to 11 levels. The maximum personal 
income tax rate of 65 per cent drops to 55 per cent. 


-- Corporate tax payable by companies not listed on the Securities Exchange of Thailand 
[SET] falls from 40 to 35 per cent. The rate for SET-listed companies remains unchanged 
at 30 per cent. 


-- The tax on interest earned from fixed deposits rises from 12.5 to 15 per cent. 
Depositors paying less than the 15 per cent tax rate can claim this back. 


-- An additional 7,000 baht is deductible from tax assess@ble income for individuals 
buying homes for cash or on hire purchase. 


-- The tax on the sale of inherited immovable property rises from ten to 20 per cent. 
-- The import tax for diesel cars and diesel engines rises. 


-- A four-fold increase in the annual registration tax for vehicles using diesel or LPG 
gas. 


-- The business tax levied on new diesel engines which are not for agricultural or 
fishing purposes tises from five to nine per cent. 


CGDK'S SIHANOUK TO VISIT 'IN MID-FEBRUARY' 


BK231258 Bangkok Voice of Free Asia in Thai 1800 CMT 23 Jan 86 


[Text] The spokesman of the Democratic Kampuchean Government announced yesterday that 
CGDK President Prince Norodom Sihanouk will visit Thailand in the middle of February. 


While in Bangkok, Prince Sihanouk will hold talks with other leaders in the CGDK and 
will visit refugee camps at the Thai-Cambodian border. He will visit ASEAN countries 
after his visit to Thailand. 
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NHAN DAN TERMS 'COBRA GOLD" 'BRAZEN PROVOCATION’ 


OW220717 Hanoi VNA in English 0656 GMT 22 Jan 86 


[Text] Hanoi VNA Jan. 22 -- The joint U.S.-Thai military exercise condemned "Gold 
Cobra-86"" scheduled to be held in late March in Chanthaburi Province near the Thai- 
Kampuchean border are "a brazen provocation against the sovereignty and territorial 
integrity of the People's Republic of Kampuchea", says NHAN DAN in a commentary today. 


"With these war games:, says the Vietnamese national daily, "Washington tries to bolster 
up the morale of the Pol Pot remnants and other Khmer reactionaries who, following heavy 
military setbacks, are at loggerheads with one another". "Together with other coun- 
tries in Southeast Asia", the paper says, "the Vietnamese people fully support the 
recent statement of the spokesman for the Foreign Ministry of the People's Republic 

of Kampuchea, strongly condemn the above-said decision of the U.S. imperialists and 

the Thai ultra-rightists, and firmly demand that they cancel it immediately. 

"Washington and Bangkok must bear full responsibility for the unforeseeable conse- 
quences of their war games", NHAN DAN says in conclusion, 


Army Paper Comments 
BK221120 Hanoi International Service in English 1000 GMT 22 Jan 86 
[Text] The Hanoi army paper QUAN DOI NHAN DAN said: The "Cobra Gold-86" exercise is 
part of Washington's premediated scheme to increase the United States’ influence and 


its presence in Thailand and Southeast Asia. The paper demanded an immediate end to 
this provocative act against the PRK and the three Indochinese countries. 


SCIENTISTS WORK ON NUCLEAR COOPERATION WITH USSR 


BK231253 Hanoi International Service in English 1000 GMT 23 Jan 86 


[Text] Vietnam and the Soviet Union have strengthened their nuclear cooperation. 
About 100 Vietnamese scientists and engineers are now working together with Soviet 
and other foreign experts in Dubna to solve basis matters of nuclear-physics. The 
Dubna academy is annually sending its scientists to Vietnam to give lectures, take 
part in scientific research work, and discuss scientific and technological problems. 


TRUONG CHINH ON SUPPORT FOR USSR INITIATIVE 


OW221005 Hanoi VNA in English 0820 GMT 22 Jan 86 


[Text] Hanoi VNA Jan. 21 -- "The Vietnamese people fully support the important 
statement of Comrade M.S. Gorbachev," said Truong Chinh, Political Bureau member of 
the Communist Party of Vietnam Central Committee and president of the State Council. 


In his reception of Soviet Ambassador to Vietnam B.N. Chaplin at the presidential 
palace today, President Truong Chinh, on behalf of the CPC CC, the State Council and 
the entire Vietnamese people, stated: "Over the past forty years, mankind has been 
living under the threat of a destructive nuclear holocaust. During that time, there 
has also been a struggle between the U.S. and the other imperialist forces, which are 
engaged in a nuclear arms race, and the Soviet Union and peace and progressive 

forces in the world, which are trying to demand an end to that race. 
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"The Soviet Union has taken a series of major and important measures in its foreign 
policy, thus contributing its best to the improvement of the international siti tion. 
The January 15 statement of Comrade M.S. Gorbachev proposing a program aimed at 
totally abolishing nuclear weapons within the next fifteen years is a major measure 
of principled importance which clearly demonstrates the Soviet Union's high sense 

of future generations. This great peace initiative of the Soviet Union opens to 
mankind a great hope in the future: a world free from nuclear arms, and a world 

in which mankind will forever be rid of the danger of a nuclear holocaust. This 
far-reaching peace program of the Soviet Union is a source of great encouragement 

for all peoples in their struggle for peace and security all over the world. 


"Comrade Gorbachev's statement has met with the deep aspirations of the nations in 
Asia, where has been, over the past 40 years, the scene of the longest and bloodiest 
wars in the world waged by the imperialist and other reactionary forces. The lofty 
goal of the Soviet Union for peace and security in Asia is also the goal of the 
relentless struggle of the world people in general and the peoples in Asia in 
particular. " 


"Together with the whole progressive mankind, the Vietnamese people warmly welcome 
and fully support the important statement of Comrade M.S. Gorbachev and will 
contribute their active part to the struggle for the total abolition of nuclear 
arms, for a long-lasting peace on earth and for security of all nations”, 
President Truong Chinh concluded. 


Present at the reception were Vu Quang, member of the CPV CC and head of its 
International Department; Nguyen Viet Dung, director of the office of the National 
Assembl: and the State Council; and Ta Huu Canh, head of the Department for the 
Soviet Union of the Foreign Ministry. 


NHAN DAN Editorial 
0W170853 Hanoi VNA in English 0715 GMT 17 Jan 86 


[Text] Hanoi VNA Jan. 17 -- NHAN DAN in its editorial today says that the proposal 
put forth in the January 15 statement of Soviet General Secretary M.S. Gorbachev 

is a new and extremely great contribution of the Soviet Union to the defence of 
peace and security of nations and a shining example of goodwill and justice. 


The paper says: "The statement of M.S. Gorbachev is a very brilliant expression of 
the Soviet Union's noble sense of responsibility towards the destiny of mankind. [t 
has raised higher than ever the banner of peace, freedom and humanity of the 
homeland of Lenin and of the Great October Revolution". 


The paper goes on: "The program full of humanitarianism of the Soviet Union for the 
total liquidation of nuclear and chemical weapons by the end of this century has 

had profound repercussions in Asia since it meets the aspiration of Asian nations 
where the situation has become very tense due to the war mongering militarest forces, 
where all peoples are yearning for peace and security. All unbiased people | 

planet can see that the Soviet Union's new proposals are of paramount impor' 

and have a high realistic character. The Soviet Union has actually charted a 
concrete and effective path towards liquidating nuclear and chemical weapons, 
ensuring stable peace for mankind with concrete a time-table steps and objectives". 
[sentence as received] NHAN DAN says: "To Liberate mankind from the threat of 
nuclear war and to ensure stable peace on earth is the most essential and noble 
task of each nation and each people on this planet. 
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"This requires the strongest solidarity and greatest effort of all peoples and all 
countries, big and small, socialist and capitalist. 


NHAN DAN concludes: "Nations demand that the U.S. authorities give up their plan 
of militarizing outer space and put halt to all nuclear explosions in order to 
create condition for the implementing together with the Soviet Union the program of 
nuclear disarmament from now to the end of this century. [sentence as_ received] 
The important program of the Soviet Union has enabled nations in the world to see 
more clearly than ever who defends peace and who wants war, who prizes human life 
and who wants to destroy it". 


NHAN DAN REVIEWS INDOCHINA'S 1985 SUCCESSES 


BK231215 Hanoi International Service in English 1000 GMT 23 Jan 86 


(22 January NHAN DAN unattributed article: "A Year of Great Successes of the Three 
Indochinese Countries" ] 


[Text] The most noticeable feature of the situation in the three Indochinese 
countries last year is that the three countries continued to gain new achievements 
despite many difficulties and trials caused by natural calamities and enemy. 

The special relationship between the three countries developed to a new level and 
their cooperation was effective. The position and strength of the Indochinese 
revolution were further strengthened. The achievements in national construction 
and defense in each country and their initiatives aimed at solving correctly 
regional problems have been highly valued by the world public and considered 
positive contributions to the cause of all nations for peace, stability, friendship, 
cooperation, and progress. 


To the PRK, 1983 was a year of great victories. In the 1984-85 dry season, the 
Kampuchean people and Armed Forces, together with Vietnamese army volunteers, 
completely overran the system of bases of the Khmer reactionaries along the 
Kampuchean-Thai border, firmly defending their border line and territorial sover- 
eignty. This resounding victory marks a turning point in the defense of security 
in Kampuchea. It shows the remarkable growth of the Kampuchean people and Armed 
Forces in building the people's Armed Forces and national defense. 


The Kampuchean people's achievements in economic, cultural, and educational fields 
and public health have effectively contributed to economic and social development 
in the country and meet the needs of daily life. The position and strength of the 
Kampuchean revolution were enhanced. The so-called tripartite coalition guvern- 
ment is further divided and the disputes among the Khmer factions were deepened. 
The decision made by the PRK and Vietnam on the total withdrawal of Vietnamese 
Army volunteers from Kampuchea affirmed the irreversible trend of the Kampuchean 
revolution. The fine success of the Fifth National Congress of the KPRP is the 
vivid proof of the growth of the party and the firmness of the revolutionary 
administration. 


The year 1985 witnessed the celebration of the 10th national day of the Lao people 
and the 30th anniversary of the LPRP. Under the victorious banner of the party, 
the Lao people have partly smahsed the plot of sabotage and land-grabbing by 

the expansionists and reactionaries, firmly defending political security and social 
order. Agricultural, industry, and forestry production have made much progress. 
The people's material and spiritual life has been improved. The role and prestige 
of the LPDR are further enhanced in the international arena. 
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For their part, the Vietnamese people have overcome the heavy war aftermath and coped 
with the multifaceted war of sabotage by hegemonism in collusion with the imperialist 
and reactionary forces. They have recorded many new achievements in fulfilling the 
1985 state plan. 


In agricultural production, despite disastrous matural calamities in some areas, the 
total food output of the whole country still increased by 400,000 cons as compared 
with that in 1984. The value of industrial products and exports was also on the 
rise. The production relations, education, public health, culture, artistic and 
sport activities were also stepped up. 


The 10th session of the National Assembly Seventh Legislature pointed out that 1985 
marked great efforts of the Vietnamese people in national construction and defense. 
Together with the growing trend of the revolution in each country, there were new 
developments in the friendship and all-sided cooperation of the three Indochinese 
countries. 


The bilateral and tripartite summit meetings between Vietnam, Laos, and Kampuchea 
on national days of Vietnam and Laos and the congress of the Kampuchean People's 
Revolutionary Party, the exchanges of friendship visits of the party and state 
leaders of the three fraternal countries, and the series of agreements and treaties, 
and hundred of working sessions and contacts between ministries and services of the 
three countries have strengthened the Vietnam-Laos-Kampuchea special relationship. 


The achievements recorded in political, economic, cultural, educational, and public 
health cooperation, and in national defense and fighting to defend sovereignty and 

territorial integrity of each country have strengthened the revolutionary potential 
of the three Indochinese countries, creating bases for their long-term cooperation. 


The revolutionary strength of the three Indochinese countries has been multiplied 
with the extension of all-sided cooperation with the Soviet Union and other socialist 
countries. The result of the multifaceted cooperation between Vietnam, Laos, and 
Kampuchea, and the Soviet Union and other socialist countries is very effective. 


The three Indochinese countries’ contributions to promoting the trend for dialogue 
aimed at solving regional and international problems were highly valued by the 
socialist community, the Nonaligned Movement; the peace, democratic, and progressive 
forces in the world. 


The Indochinese revolution entered the year of 1986 with a new trend. Difficulties 
and trials are still laying ahead. The enemy have not yet given up their dark 
schemes against the three Indochinese countries, but they are in a_ weakening 
position and their failure is visible. 


The peoples of Vietnam, Laos, and Kampuchea who heighten their vigilance and 
strengthen their militant alliance, special relationship, and all-sided cooperation 
will certainly smash all schemes of the enemy and gain new victories in 1986. 


IV. 24 Jan 30 INDONESIA N ] 


USSR OFFICIAL ON ECONOMIC, TRADE PROSPECTS 


BK220915 Jakarta ANTARA in English 0853 GMT 22 Jan 86 


{Text] Jakarta, Jan 22 (ANTARA) -- Exchange of visits between Indonesian and Soviet 
high ranking officials have been encouraging the growth of economic and trade coopera- 
tion between the two nations, but the efforts still face some difficulties. 


Head of the Soviet trade representative office here Starislav Polyakov said in a press 
conference here Wednesday that Moscow highly appreciates various Indonesian policies in 
the light of facilitating trade relations between the two countries. Polyakov cites as 
an example that the Indonesian Embassy in Moscow has been issuing visas for Soviet 
experts willing to go to Indonesia. In addition, he went on, ships from several Eastern 
European countries can now make calls at several Indonesian ports. 


But, according to him, the stepping up of trade volumes of the two nations have not been 
able to realized [as received] due to the non-availability of bank guarantees from 
various Indonesian banking corporations for Indonesian exporters. Besides, he added, 
the Soviet side is still questioning whether Indonesia would be able to supply a certain 
commodity, such as pellet up to a total of 100,000 to 200,000 metric tons. 


He also disclosed that the trade balance between Indonesia and the Soviet Union has so 
far been in favour of Indonesia. In 1985, the Soviet export to Indonesia valued at about 
U.S. $5 million, while its import worth U.S. $110 million. Indonesia imported textile 
machineries and power generating sets from the Soviet Union, while Moscow imported vari- 
ous traditional commodities, such as coffee and rubber from Indonesia. 


Polyakov confirmed that one of obstacles hampering the stepping up of trade and economic 
cooperation between the two countries is the lack of knowledge about their respective 
countries. In this connection, he went on, his side will hold an exhibition in Jakarta 
next May with a focus on exchange of information. "We are ready to host such an activity 
organized by Indonesian businessmen in Moscow," he concluded. 


TRADE OFFICIAL SEEKS MORE DIRECT TRADE WITH PRC 


BK220935 Jakarta ANTARA in English 0921 GMT 22 Jan 86 


[Text] Jakarta, Jan 22 (ANTARA) -- Development in direct trade relations between Indo- 
nesia and the People's Republic of China (PRC) has not yet met expectations, despite the 
exchange of visits of trade delegations from both countries, Kadin Indonesia (Indonesian 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry) General Chairman Sukamdani Sahid Gitosarjono said in 
his address at a dinner party here Tuesday evening for the trade delegation, led by 
representative of the China Council for the Promotion of International Trade (CCPIT) Gou 
Dongpo. 


Sukamdani further expressed the hope that current visit of the PRC trade delegation would 
speed up direct trade relations between the two countries for mutual benefit and efforts 
should be carried out to overcome existing obstacles. Since the opening of direct trade 
between the two countries, goods shipped from and to Indonesia have been using PRC ship- 
ping companies. The Kadin Indonesia general chairman expressed the hope that Indonesian 
shipping firms should also have a fair share of the transport of these goods. 
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Speaking to newsman Sukamdani said that Indonesian exports to the PRC had up to now re- 
corded a value of about U.S. $40 million. Indonesian export commidities to the PRC 
covered plywood, rubber, sawn timber, coffee, material for textile and basic material 
for traditional medicine. 


The PRC trade delegation during its l-week stay in Indonesia was scheduled to meet 
Junior Minister/Cabinet Secretary Murdiono, Trade Minister Rachmat Saleh and Forestry 
Ministry Sujarwo. 


PRC ASKS TO BUY FORESTRY PRUDUCTS AT TALKS 


BK240216 Jakarta Domestic Service in Indonesian 2300 GMT 23 Jan 86 


[Text] China wants to buy forestry products such as plywood and logs from Indonesia, 
The secretary general of the Forestry Department, Sujono Suryo, said this in Jakarta 
yesterday [23 Jan] -- after attending talks between Forestry Minister Sujarwo and a 
Chinese trade mission. The main purpose of the mission's visit is to hold a series of 
talks with senior Indonesian officials on the inspection of goods imported by 
Indonesia from China to promote bilateral trade. 


During the meeting with the Chinese trade delegation, Minister Sujarwo asked for China's 
support for efforts to make Jakarta as the headquarters of the International Tropical 
Timber Organization, ITTO. Other cities of the 36 ITTO member countries wishing to 

host the headquarters are Yokohama, Rio de Janeiro, and Amsterdam. 


SRV_ REQUESTS 300,000 TONS OF RICE; TO BUY 100,000 


BK220905 Jakarta ANTARA in English 0816 GMT 22 Jan 86 “ 


[Test] Jakarta, Jan 22 (ANTARA) -- Vietnam plans to buy about 100,000 tons of rice 
from Indonesia, the first shipment of which will be started this month, Budi Prasetyo, 
former Indonesian ambassador in Hanoi told the press here Wednesday. 


Speaking to the press after meeting President Suharto at his Bina Graha offices, 
Budi Prasetyo said Vietnam at first wished to buy 300,000 tons, but only 100,000 tons 
were agreed upon. 


The Vietnamese deputy trade minister visited Indonesia last month for talks on boosting 
trade between the two countries. 


He also said the present relations between the two countries had improved. Vietnam 
hoped for Indonesia's role in seeking a solution of various problems, especially re- 
gional ones. 


The good relations between the two countries, according to the former envoy, were par- 
ticularly thanks to the fact that there were no disputes between the two nations. 


As regards Mokhtar's planned visit to Vietnam, he said that country has been expecting 
it. The visit may be made in the first quarter, he added. 


Budi Prasetyo, stationed in Laos in 1980-82 and in Hanoi from August 1982 to 1985, suc- 
ceeding the late Sudarsono. 
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TEXT OF MAHATHIR LETTER TO INQUIRY COMMISSION 


BK171141 Kuala Lumpur BERNAMA in English 1111 GMT 17 Jan 86 

[Text] Kuala Lumpur, Jan 17 (OANA-BERNAMA) -- The following is the text of Prime 
Minister Dr Mahathir Mohamed's reply to the letter and memorandum submitted to him 

by Auditor-General Ahmad Nordin Zakaria and Lawyer Chooi Mun Sou, two of the three- 
member committee of inquiry into the Bumiputra Malaysia Finance (BMF) loans scandal: 
(The reply was addressed to Ahmad Nordin) 

"Y.B. Tan Sri, 

Thank you very much for your letter and memorandun. 

I note that they are signed by only two members of the three-man former committee. As 

I am not a lawyer I do not know what is the legal significance of this. But I feel that 


least some explanation should have been given. 


Status of the Committee of Inquiry 


You stated that your committee was not a royal commission and was therefore not in a 
position to subpoena witnesses. 


This is absolutely true. You may also remember each of you seeing me before your 
appointments to the inquiry committee and on those occasions I explained to you the 
nature of the committee and its status. You know then that it was not a royal commis- 
sion but you did not protest nor did you reject the appointments. I took it that you 
understood the status of the committee and you accepted it with full knowledge of what- 
ever limitations that the committee had. Subsequently you were given the terms of 
reference. Again you did not protest or reject. Again I must assume you fully under- 
stood the conditions under which you must work. 


It is obvious from the reports and briefs you submitted that despite the limitations 
you were able to elicit considerable information which as you pointed out was useful 

in the arr2st and prosecution of various people. If you did not get some information 

it is more because you chose not to seek them. It is obvious that various people whose 
names appear in you final report would have willingly submitted to being interviewed 

by you. But you chose not to invite them. As a result you have created doubts and sus- 
picion about them without their being able to clear themselves. It is elementary 
justice that peple must be allowed to give their side of the story. Even if they can 
clear themselves later, much damage would have been done to their reputation. If your 
pre 3 statement is to be believed, you don't care for what happens to others so long as 
you satisfy your righteousness. I am of the view that you were entitled under the terms 
of reference to invite any person who would be able to assist the committee in the in- 
quiry. I am also of the view that you are aware of it. But I cannot guess as to the 
reasons you chose not to invite them. 


Terms of Reference 


You have carefully analysed the terms of reference in your memorandum to me and you 
concluded that you are not the body that should make the final report public. I concur 


with your view. 
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But the terms of reference also did not say that you should seek publicity for your 
work or that you should express publicly an opinion as to whether your report can 
be published or not. As a committee of inquiry of BBMB [Bank Bumiputra Malaysia 
Berhad] your task was to investigate and report to BBMB. It is then the preroga- 
tive of the BBMB to publish or not to publish. The government which directed BBMB 
to set up the committee obviously has the right to direct BBMB to act on the report. 


In getting the advice of the Q.C. [Queen's Council] and subsequently making a public 
pronouncement that the report does not breach the Banking Act, you have again gone 
beyond your terms of reference. You must know that the opinions of lawyers are always 
subject to dispute by other lawyers. The report in the form you submitted needs fur- 
ther investigations. This you must be fully aware of. To make public the report is 
to pronounce judgement before even concluding the investigations. This is manifestly 
unfair and unjust. 


You now seek the right to publicise the report without conditions. This can only 
mean that you will not have to shoulder the consequences of your action. 


Since you said that your report does not breach the Banking Act and is therefore 
publishable, I cannot see why you are not willing to face something which according 
to you could not happen. Also since you have on many occasions acted beyond your 
authority, I cannot see why you should worry about breaching your terms of reference 
once again. 


Neither BBMB nor the government would absolve you from any consequence of your action. 
Indeed if as a result of your publishing the report damage is done to the credibility 
or creditworthiness of BBMB, the bank will be fully justified in suing you for damages. 


I note that you have informed the public that you have sent a memorandum to me. As 
you did not tell the public that your memorandum contains nothing that is not already 
known, the public is bound to assume that you have made proposals to "assist" the 
government. You are also reported to have said that you suggested to the prime min- 
ister ways in which the final report can be made public to serve the interest of both 
the government and the public. You know very well that beyond asking that you should 
be allowed to make public the report unconditionally you have not proposed anything 
that can be regarded as being of "assistance" to the government. This request is not 
new. The public and the government already know it. In your latest press comment 
you are reported to have said that the memorandum is an initiative to open up direct 
communication with the prime minister. I wonder when direct communication was closed. 
I am not aware that I have refused to receive communication from you. 


The government appreciates the good intentions which motivate you. But you will 
agree that no one has a monopoly of good intentions. Those who disagree with one- 
self do not necessarily have evil intentions. 


The government would like to thank all the three of you as former members of the 
inquiry committee for the work you have done. Your report will be studied very 
carefully as is the duty of a responsible government. The government will of course 
publish the report if after studying all the legal implications pertaining to the 
publication the government is satisfied it's reasonably safe to do so. 
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The government will not seek popularity through irresponsible actions. The conscience 
of the government is quite clear.” 


[Signed] Dato Sri Dr. Mahathir Bin Mohamed 


Spokesman on Release of Letter 
BK171321 Kuala Lumpur BERNAMA in English 1307 GMT 17 Jan 86 


[Text] Kuala Lumpur, Jan 17 (OANA-BERNAMA) -- Prime Minister Dr. Mahathir Mohamed had 
no intention of making public his reply to Ahmad Nordin Zakaria if the auditor-general 
had not released his memorandum to him first, a spokesman of the Prime Minister's 
Department said Friday [17 January]. He pointed out that the memorandum was hand 
delivered to the Prime Minister's Department in a sealed letter marked "sulit dan 
persendirian" (confidential and personal). 


This could be implied that the memorandum was a confidential document and that it should 
not be made public, he said. However, the spokesman added that when the memorandum was 
relcased to the press Thursday by Ahmad Nordin and Chooi Num Sou, the two signatories of 
the memorandum, there was no other choice but for the Prime Minister's Office to do like- 
wise with the prime minister's reply. 


The prime minister's reply dated Thursday was also hand delivered to the Auditor — 
General's Office Friday Morning. The spokesman noted that the prime minister had 
already publicly stated that the cabinet at its weekly meeting next week would make 

a decision on whether to make public the final report after studying the views of the 
attorney-general Amu Talib Othman. 


The other member of the inquiry committee, accountant Ramli Ibrahim, did not sign the 
Jan 11 memorandum. The committee was formed on Jan. 4, 1984 and its final report was 
completed 23 months later. 


Reaction to Letter 
BK171317 Kuala Lumpur BERNAMA in English 1300 GMT 17 Jan 86 


[Excerpt] Kuala Lumpur, Jan 17 (OANA-BERNAMA) -- Auditor-General Ahmad Nordin Haji 
Zakaria Friday [17 January] declined to comment on the strongly-worded reply from 
the prime minister to the memorandum he had submitted on making public the final report 
of the committee that probed the Bumiputra Malaysia Finance (BMF) loans scandal. 


Ahmad Nordin, who had chaired the now-dissolved three-man panel, said when contacted 
at his house Friday evening: "I don't want to say anything and I am not even bound 
to explain why. "As far as I am concerned the memo was my last letter to the prime 
minister and I am not even going to send a reply to his letter." 


Ahmad Nordin confirmed receiving the prime minister's letter Friday morning. 


TAN ARRESTED, IN CUS:ODY IN SINGAPORE 


BK230026 Kuala Lumpur BERNAMA in English 1830 GMT 22 Jan 86 


[Text] Singapore, Jan 22 (OANA-BERNAMA) -- The Singapore Ministry of Finance will make 
a decision by Thursday whether or not to charge Malaysian businessman and politician 
Tan Koon Swan. A brief statement issued by the ministry Wednesday said investigations 
into the Pan Electric Industries affair were still going on and statements have been 
recorded from Tan who was taken into custody Tuesday night. Pan-El went into recciver- 
ship last month after a rescue plan worked out by Tan and several creditor banks 


collapsed. 
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Tan's interest in Pan-El is through his flagship company Grand United Holdings which 
owns 43.69 percent of Sigma International Ltd which in turn has a 22.3 percent stake in 
Pan-El. The company which has subsidiaries in Singapore, Britain, Bermuda, Malaysia, 
long Kong and Brunei is reported to be owing S$400 million to 30 creditor banks. 


The multi-millionaire was taken into custody by the Commercial Affairs Investigations 
Department (CAID) which comes under the Finance Ministry. 


Tan, the newly elected president of the Malaysian Chinese Association [MCA] which is 
a major component of the ruling National Front coalition has been in custody for 23 

hours as of 1800 this evening. He was first under interrogation in the Ministry of 

Finance building and later taken across the road to the CID [Criminal Investigation 

Department] building where he was interrogated further. He spent the whole night at 
the CID building. 


Scores of reporters waited anxiously outside the CID and Ministry of Finance building 
to catch a glimpse of Tan and to find out the latest developments. Another group of 
reporters and photographers kept vigil at the lower court in Havelock Road expecting 
to see Tan being brought there to be charged. 


Malaysia's High Commissioner K.T. Ratnam called on Tan at the CID building and spent 
about 30 minutes with him. Ratnam said he called on Tan as a citizen of Malaysia 
following a call from MCA Deputy President Dr Ling Liong Sik this morning. 


This evening Dr Ling and two other party leaders Lee Kim Sai and Chan Siang Sun flew 
into Singapore and visited the CID building. They were accompanied by the Malaysian 
high commissioner. They spent about 30 minutes with Tan and Ling later told the 
waiting newsmen outside the CID building, "we saw him and talked to him (Tan Koon 
Swan)." 


He refused to answer questions from pressmen and added "We are leaving for home (KL) 
today." 


Also accompanying the three who also Malaysian ministers and the high commissioner was 
Tan's wife Penny Chang. [sentence as received] She refused to talk to pressmen. 


Meanwhile shares in the Singapore stock market took a tumble as news of Tan's deten- 
tion caused some nervous selling. 


The STRAITS TIMES industrial index dipped by 11.48 points to hit a new low of 588.61. 
This was the lowest figure recorded since February 1963. 


In Malaysia, the Kuala Lumpur Stock Exchange (KLSE) too fell sharply across the board 
as investors turned nervous. The closing KLSE industrial index plunged 12.00 points 
to 362.06. At the final bell, losers outpaced gainers by 164 counters to three while 
four others were unchanged. 


Earlier in Kuala Lumpur Dr Ling said there was "no way" Tan will relinquish his party 
presidency following his detention. "He is innocent until proven guilty," he added. 

"We've worked very well as a team and nothing is going to change. "It (Tan's deten- 

tion) is a family and company concer, and not a party matter," he told reporters at 

the MCA headquarters here before flying to Singapore. 


Dr. Ling, who is transport minister, disclosed that he had discussed the matter with 
Malaysian Prime Minister Dr Mahathir Mohamed before this morning's cabinet meeting, 
and the prime minister had told him that he was also waiting for more information. 
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"Until then, we are in the dark as to what direction we should take," he added. 


Meanwhile MCA members staged demonstrations in Kuala Lumpur and in Ipoh, capital of the 
northwestern Perak State, Wednesday against the detention of Tan at the Singapore High 
Commission. Calling for his immediate release, they demanded to meet the high commis- 
sioner, Dr Maurice Baker, but were told by a mission official that he was not in. The 
group carried banners and placards. One read: Harry Lee, stop scapegoating. Another 
called for Malaysian Government intervention in the matter. 


Released on Bail 
BK231107 Kuala Lumpur BERNAMA in English 1103 GMT 23 Jan 86 


[Text] Singapore, Jan 23 (OANA-BERNAMA) -- Malaysian businessman, Tan Koon Swan, was 
charged with six breaches of the companies act in Singapore District Court, court 
officials said. No plea was taken. The next hearing will be on January 30. 


Tan, 45, was allowed bail of [Singapore] 20 million dlrs. (about US 9.4 million dlrs.) 
in three sureties. Tan's passport was impounded. Tan was arrested on Tuesday by the 
Singapore Finance Minsitry's Commercial Affairs Investigation Department (CAID), which 
has been looking into the financial affairs of Electric Industries, which went into 
receivership in November. Tan, is a member of Malaysia's parliament and president of 
the Malaysian Chinese Association (MCA), the second largest political party and member 
of the ruling national front coalition. 


MAHATh*R SAYS ELECTION 'JUST AROUND CORNER' 


BK241240 Kuala Lumpur Dometic Service in English 1130 GMT 24 Jan 86 


[Text] Prime Minister Datuk Sri Dr Mahathir has called on leaders and members of 
component parties of the Barisan Nasional to cooperate among themselves as the general 
election is just around the corner. Datuk Sri Dr Mahathir, who is also the Barisan 
Nasional chairman, said that they should work hand in hand to preserve the integrity of 
the Barisan and clarified matters like seeking more seats to contest the election. 


He said this after a closed door meeting with Negeri Sembilan Barisan Nasional leaders 
in Port Dickson today. Datuk Sri Dr Mahathir, who is on 2-day official visit, later met 
officials of the state UMNO [United Malays National Organization] divisons. 


Information Minister Datuk Rais Yatim later told reporters that Datuk Sri Dr Mahathir 
had stressed the need for Barisan Nasional leaders to strengthen unity among themselves. 
Datuk Rais expressed confidence that the visit of the prime minister would lead to the 
strengthening of the coalition. He described Datuk Sri Dr Mahathir's visit as a 
success and said it would have positive effect on the people. He said this is 
especially evident by the spontaneous response from about 15,000 people who turned out 
to attend a rally in Seremban yesterday. Datuk Rais also said the visit of Datuk Sri 
Dr Mahathir to Kampung Ulu Serting, Jempol, this evening would also prove that he was 
concerned about the welfare of the rural people. 
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MARCOS ADDRESSES KBL RALLY IN QUEZON CITY 


4K221405 Quezon City Maharlika Broadcasting System in Tagalog 0855 GMT 22 Jan 86 


[Report on Address by Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos at KBL rally in Quezon 
City -- live, radio station picks up broadcast in progress; capitalized passages 
spoken in English] 


[Text] How many are there here? Some 2-300,000 are present at the Quezon City 

rally here. Not only the front, but also the sides and the back and the houses, are 
packed with people. I hope that there are loudspeakers there for you to listen to 

the speakers. The peopleinfrort are so packed. A needle would not even have room to 
drop. When you clap your hands, you have to do it above your head. 


Here too are my fellow young veterans. I greet Colonel Umali, chairman of the veterans. 
Let us applaud him. Likewise, I greet the beautiful lasses who are here, the young 
ones and especially the old ones. 


I also thank my former comrades during the war, none other than former Huk leader and 
now Member of Parliament Luis Taruc. Long live Taruc! 


I also see our colleagues and councillors. First of all, Congressman [words indis- 
tinct]. Now, our new colleague at the KBL, Congressman Bermudez. 


With you shouting, perhaps Marcos no longer needs to make a speech. Let us just ask 
the first ladytosing, as well as the other beautiful ladies here. Long live the 
Marcos-Tolentino team! [crowd chants: Still Marcos! Long live President Marcos! Long 
live Tolentino!] The vice presidential candidate Tolentino is also here. Long live 
Tolentino! [crowd chants] I think they can hear us all the way to Edsa. Are there 
loudspeakers there? 


Congressman Bermudez said that there is no opposition here because everyone has 
united. [applause] Perhaps I should explain to you first of all why we are having 
snap elections before the expiration of my tenure as president. Why did Ferdinand 
Marcos call for elections even before the end of his term? 


Your humble servant is not only a candidate before you. I am also your elected 
president. I was entrusted with the highest authority in the land. You first 
elected me as president in 1965 when I was only 47 years old. We had just fought a 
war a number of years before that, in 1945. That was 20 years after the surrender of 
General Yamashita to my unit in Kiangan, Mountain Province. 


In 1969, you reelected your humble servant. My opponent then was Serging Osmena. 
[changes thought] There are many Visayans among you. Who are the Visayans, raise 
your hands. Ah, quite a lot. You know, you were born Visayan, while I voluntarily 
became one because I gave my heart to a Visayan. [applause] 


However, they told me that there are also many Ilocanos. You know, this Ilocano 
was wooed by the Visayan in only 11 days. I would not recommend that to you, young 
people. You might say: Well, Marcos was able to persuade the first lady to marry 
him in 11 days. [crowd cheers] 


You keep on shouting but I notice that while your ears are tuned to me, your eyes are 
on the first lady. [crowd cheers] I, too, turn to look at the first lady. We might 
have to go home earlier. [crowd chants] The cries of others are: OK with Marcos, 
Marcos-Tolentino against communism. There. [crowd chants] 
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[Announcer] The president notices a request by a certain Dionisio Tagantan, who is 
very sick and will leave the world very soon, to see him personally. The president 
accedes to the request of the old man. [Passage indistinct] The president is recal- 
ling his war years where Dionisio Tagantan served as his guide. 


[Marcos] He was a good guide. He used to take us where Japanese soldiers could not 
follow us. Once, he took us through a river and I wondered why the Japanese did not 
follow us. It turned out that the river was infested with snakes and crocodiles. I 
do not know why the snakes did not bite him. [laughter] As a souvenir, I give him my 
wristwatch. [crowd chants] 


I never thought that I would again see the captain of our boat after the war of 
1941-45. There were many from Quezon City and Visayas who helped me. You probably 
did not recognize Ferdinand Marcos. I thank you once more, our veterans, who helped 
me when I was travelling around the country as a guerrilla. 


I remember that we would enter a barangay and the people would offer rice and food 

they were saving for the children, and we were moved to tears. We saw that they 

also gave us clothcs that they were storing. Why? They did not know us, but they 

knew that we carried arms and we were little soldiers of the Republic of the Philippines, 
To all those who helped us, especially those who shed blood and gave their 
lives, I thank you. 


I remember the cries of those young men who were dying in Bataan. They cried: 
Almighty God, I am seriously wounded but I will gladly bear it for my country. Take 
my life but grant my country freedom, justice, and dignity. [applause] 


These memories are with me. I remember those who died and whose bodies were never 
recovered, like my father. I1 never recovered his body. He was imprisoned because 
he refused to help the Japanese. He refused to become their governor. He was able 
to escape but was recaptured by 300 Japanese soldiers. He was only with seven 
soldiers. 


When I learned that he was being pursued by the Japanese, I took 1,500 soldiers and 

I surrounded the area. I told the Japanese that if they did not release my father, 

we would not take any live prisoners. We would liquidate the entire Japanese company. 
I have 1,500 men with me. You are surrounded. The Japanese sent a courier to me 
saying: If you continue the attack, we will hang your father. I stopped the attack 
from my sector, but the commanders on the other side did not get my order to abort the 
attack. So, the Japanese hanged my father and I never saw his body. 


That is why I caught this cold. We went to lay wreaths on the tomb of the unknown 
soldier. I felt that I was laying a wreath on the tomb of my father and of all the 
veterans who lost their lives and whose bodies were never recovered. 


I caught the cold because I have the habit of taking off my hat, my jacket, and umbrel- 
la when I salute the unknown soldier. It rained suddenly. That is why all the 
guerrilla leaders, including Marcos, got a cold. Do not mind my cold, though. 


I consider it an honor that I was wounded five times during the war. Our opponents 

say that Marcos cannot walk straight and that he is dying. I was wounded in the left 
knee by shrapnel. Bones were broken and nerves were torn. Sometimes, I do limp. Now, 
the other night, 1 presented Dodie Boy Penalosa withan award. Who is he? He is the 
world flyweight champion. As a boy, he suffered from polio and his left thigh is 
smaller than the right one. 
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Friends, I asked him: Does your left thigh not hurt when you are fighting a close 
fight? He said: Oh, yes. So, what do you do? I remember that I am Filipino and that 
I am the champion of 54 million Filipinos. And I am the world champion. Once a cham- 
pion, act like a champion. The pain goes away. So, I rememberwhat he said: Once you 
are a champion, you must act like a champion. So, I also act like a champion. [crowd 
chants] 


I have forgotten what I was saying. Ah, you elected me president in 1965, 1969, the 
plebiscite of 1976 where the question was: Do you want Marcos or some body else to run 
the government as president under martial law. You voted 90 percent for Marcos to con- 
tinue under martial law. In 1981, you voted for me again. So, when I come to you, 1 
face you not only as a candidate but also as president of the Republic of the 
Philippines, on whose shoulders are heavy responsibilities. You told me: You and your 
colleagues in the government are the guardians of our national welfare, as well as the 
guardians of the entire Philippines. As guardians, sentinels, take good care of the 
country's peace and progress, not only that of the country, but also of each and every 
citizen. Friends, in every undertaking, whom did Marcos address first? The poor, the 
unfortunate, and the little people. That is what the Marcos administration did. 


What was the initial program? Land reform. We gave land to the landless. That is why 
Taruc is here, because he said: If you give land to the landless, the Hukbalahap 
[People’s Army Against Japan] and the members of the party will lay down their arms 
against the government. So we gave the land. [Passage indistinct] 


However, a new Communist Party was formed by Jose Maria Sison, who is the leader and 
founder of the young Communist Party of the Philippines, Beijing oriented. Where did 
they organize the new Communist Party? They organized in Hacienda Luisita, owned by the 
Aquinos and the Cojuangcos. It has 6,000 to 7,000 hectares. [Passage indistinct ] 


What will happen? What will happen is what has already occurred in Indonesia, 

President Sukarno allowed Communists to enter the cabinet and appointed Communist gener- 
als to the Armed Forces of the Phil, uh, of Indonesia, and when the Communists thought 
that they were predominant, they staged a coup d'etat. They killed the cabinet members 
and the generals in the Armed Forces of Indonesia except for two men: One was Suharto, 
who was commander of the Strategic Command, and Defense Secretary Nasution. [Passage 
indistinct } 


THERE WAS A CIVIL WAR. THE TWO MEN FOUGHT BACK. [Passage indistinct]. HOW MANY DIED? 
SEVEN HUNDRED THOUSAND TO 1 MILLION DIED. MOST OF THEM WERE CIVILIANS. THE MILITARY 

HAD UNIFORMS AND GUNS AND THEY WERE READY TO DIE. WHAT ABOUT THE CIVILIANS? THEY HAD 
NO WEAPONS. SO, WHO DIED? MOSTLY CIVILIANS. IF THEY LET THE COMMUNISTS INTO THE CAB- 
INET, THIS WILL ALSO HAPPEN. AND WHO WILL DIE? YOU AND I, BECAUSE WE HAVE NO WEAPONS. 


SO, WHILE THERE IS STILL OPPORTUNITY AND TIME, WHILE WE CAN STILL EXERCISE THE POWER 
THAT HAS BEEN GRANTED BY THE CONSTITUTION OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES, NOW IS THE 
TIME IN WHICH WE SHOULD FIGHT BACK, AND WE WILL FIGHT BACK WITH THE USE OF THIS AUTHOR- 
ITY WHICH IS GRANTED BY THE CONSTITUTION FOR THE CITIZENS. 


I, AS PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC, HAVE ONLY ONE HOPE: YOU AS THE CITIZENS OF THE 
PHILIPPINES MUST ALSO FIGHT. [Passage indistinct] 


You told me: As president, you are the guardian of the whole country and yon should be 
able to see what is going on in every corner of the land. If you should detect danger, 
you should be the first to cry out. That is why your humble servant decided to cal] 
this election in order to warn you of the danger and to let you know the truth about 
our political opponents. I cry out to you: Danger! Danger faces us. While there is 
still time, let us avert that communist danger and vote for Marcos-Tolentino against 


communism. [crowd chants] 
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NOW, YESTERDAY, UH, I NOTICED THE SECOND DANGER, WHAT IS IT? THE AGREEMENT BETWEEN OUR 
OPPONENTS WITH NUR MISUARI, HEAD OF THE MORO NATIONAL LIBERATION FRONT, THAT SHOULD THEY 
WIN, THEY ARE GOING TO GIVE A PART OF THE COUNTRY, PALAWAN, MINDANAO, BASILAN, SULY, AND 
TAWITAWI, FOR A SEPARATE MUSLIM STATE WITH SEPARATE GOVERNMENT, SEPARATE FLAG, AND SEP- 
ARATE ARMY AND SEPARATE GOVERNMENT. THEY WILL RECOGNIZE THIS NEW STATE. THEY ARE TO 
GIVE AWAY PALAWAN, MINDANAO, BASILAN, SULU, AND TAWITAWI. [Passage indistinct]. 


I TALKED TO COLONEL AL-QADHDHAFI. COLONEL AL-QADHDAFI OFFERED ME A CEASE-FIRE IN RETURN 
FOR A SEPARATE MUSLIM STATE. BUT I TOLD COLONEL AL-QADHDHAFI THAT I AM PRESIDENT BY 
BALLOT AND MY POWER AND AUTHORITY ARE VESTED IN ME BY THE CONSTITUTION AND THE PEOPLE. 

I CANNOT ALLOW THE DISMEMBERMENT OF MY COUNTRY. THEN HE SAID: CONTINUE THE FIGHTING. 

I TOLD HIM THE ONES SUFFERING ARE MOSTLY MUSLIMS. YOU WILL HAVE IT ON YOUR CONSCIENCE 
IF YOU CONTINUE THE FIGHTING. BOTH MUSLIMS AND CHRISTIANS WILL SUFFER. [Passage 
indistinct]. 


I TOLD HIM I WANT A COMPROMISE IN WHICH WE WILL SET UP AN AUTONOMOUS REGION AND REGIONAL 
GOVERNMENT. THAT I HAVE TO CALL A PLEBISCITE. SO, MY FRIENDS, WE AGREED ON AN AUTONO- 
MOUS GOVERNMENT. [Passage indistinct]. 


THE PEOPLE ON THE OTHER SIDE ARE READY TO GIVE AWAY PALAWAN, MINDANAO, BASILAN, SULU, 
AND TAWITAWI. YOU CAN SEE THE DIFFERENCE; HOW INEXPERIENCED THESE PEOPLE ON THE OTHER 
SIDE ARE. GIVING AWAY PALAWAN, MINDANAO, BASILAN, SULU, AND TAWITAWI! AND WITHOUT 
INFORMING US. THEY NEVER GAVE US ANY INFORMATION ABOUT THIS AGREEMENT. APPARENTLY, 

IT WAS AN AGREEMENT ENTERED INTO IN DAMASCUS IN FEBRUARY 1981 BY NINOY AQUINO AND NUR 
KHAN, ONE OF T%. COMMANDERS OF NUR MISUARI WAS PRESENT AND HE TESTIFIED TO THIS EFFECT. 
YOU CAN SEE, ‘i HEREFORE, THE IMMATURITY WITH WHICH THEY HAVE SHOWN IN THIS CAMPAIGN. IN 
ORDER THAT THEY CAN GET THE SUPPORT OF THE MNLF, THEY ARE WILLING TO BARGAIN AWAY PARTS 
OF THE TERRITORIES OF THE PHILIPPINES. 


WE CANNOT ALLOW THIS, AND THEREFORE, WE SHALL STAND FIRM AND EXERCISE THE POWER OF THE 
FILIPINO PEOPLE TO DETERMINE WHAT IS TO BECOME OF THIS TERRITORY. WE MUST PRESERVE THE 
SOVEREIGNTY OF THE FILIPINO PEOPLE. The weapon you can use is none other than the 
Marcos-Tolentino team. Mabuhay! [Long live!] [crowd chants] 


Now, they are coming out with many lies in the papers. Do not listen to their denials. 
When they were asked: What is the evidence that you have against Marcos for alleged 
corruption and for alleged hidden wealth? If you have the evidence, we will help you. 
What is the answer? Silence, because they did not have any evidence. They do not have 
any evidence. [Passage indistinct]. They do nothing but curse Marcos. Is that proper 
of one who wants to help and advise? No, they cannot help. [Passage indistinct]. 


My opponent said in Davao that if she wins, she wants to reorganize the government 
according to Amendment No. 6. [Passage indistinct]. They will get rid of all the 
Marcos men. Let us see who will be got rid of in this election. [crowd chants] 


However, that is not what is scary. The danger is that if these political opponents 
are already demonstrating their ignorance of the law, so much greater will be the 
danger emanating from them should they win. Their colleagues at the Batasan Pambansa 
say that they will use Amendment No. 6 to reorganize the government. I point out to 
them: It is not necessary to use Amendment No. 6 for the reorganization of the govern- 
ment. I will now tell them how, so that professors like Tolentino will see how ignor- 
ant they are. There is no need to use Amendment No. 6 for the reorganization of the 
government of the Philippines. Why? 


BECAUSE THERE IS A CIRCULAR PROMULGATED IN JANUARY 1981 WHICH GRANTS AUTHORITY TO THE 
PRESIDENT OF THE PHILIPPINES TO CONTINUE THE REORGANIZATION OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE 
REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES, AND THAT MEANS REORGANIZATION CAN BE DONE BY A PRESIDEN- 
TIAI, DECREE OR BY THE BATASAN PAMBANSA. [Passage indistinct]. 
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SNe SONS IT MEAN? THEY HAVE NOT READ THE CONSTITUTION, NOT THE LAW ON REORGANIZA- 
TION? WHAT HAS HAPPENED TO THOSE 50 ADVISERS TO HER? SHE SAID SHE HAS 50 ADVISERS. 
HOW COME THEY DID NOT KNOW THIS THING? THEY HAVE NOT EVEN READ THE REGULATIONS. 


THESE PEOPLE WHO THINK THEY WILL BE RUNNING THE GOVERNMENT FO 
R HER ARE IGNORANT OF 
THE [WORDS INDISTINCT]. [Passage indistinct]. 


THAT IS NOT THE KIND OF PRESIDENT THAT YOU CAN DEPEND. THEREFORE, WE SHALL NOT ATTACH 
AUTHORITY IN THEM. DO NOT TRUST THESE PEOPLE WHO ARE APPARENTLY IGNORANT OF THE CON- 
STITUTION AND IGNORANT OF THE LAW; THEREFORE, I ASK YOU TO VOTE FOR EXPERIENCE AND 
SKILL, MARCOS-TOLENTINO. 


When you vote for Marcos, do not forget Tolentino. Who is he? He is valedictorian 

of his class at the College of Law at the University of the Philippines. No. 1 at 

the bar examinations. I debated him at the Batasang Pambansa. Ask around: In the 
Congress days, if you can debate with Marcos, then you are tough. Turing Tolentino 
was one of those who dared to debate with Marcos. Hence, do not forget this brilliant 
author, professor, and renowned not only in the Philippines but also all over th 
world, none other than the veteran legislator, and veteran administrator and profes- 
sor and author of books, none other than Turing Tolentino. [crowd chants] 


TOLENTINO IS THE BEST MAN THAT CAN BE CHOSEN FROM EITHER THE KBL OR THE OPPOSITION, 
AND THAT MAN IS TOLENTINO. LONG LIVE TOLENTINO! 


Now, my friends, before I end, I have some Valentine gifts for you. [crowd chants] 


I HEREBY APPROVE THE FOLLOWING: RESIDENTS IN THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT CENTERS, 
BARANGAY COMMONWEALTH, [words indistinct]. 


THE NATIONAL HOUSING AUTHORITY IS DIRECTED TO ALLOCATE 85 MILLION FOR THE A‘ QUISITION 
OF THE AREA [words indistinct]. [cries of long live Marcos and Tolentino] [Passage 
indistinct]. 


I have only one thing in mind: Vote with vour conscience. Vote not only out of your 
personal interest. Although you are protecting yourself, if you will vote for the 
right people. I want you to protect the interest of the Republic of the Philippines, 
as well as your families that you all love. Vote Marcos-Tolentino. Mabuhay! Thank 
you very much! [cries of long live Marcos and Tolentino] 


MARCOS SPEAKS AT CALOOCAN RALLY 20 JANUARY 


HK230945 Quezon City Maharlika Broadcasting System in Tagalog 1125 GMT 20 Jan 86 


[Address by Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos at election campaign rally in 
Caloocan City -- live, broadcast in progress; capitalized passages spoken in English] 


[Text] Long live Caloocan! Long live the Republic of the Philippines! Long live 
the KBL! Long live the Marcos-Tolentino team! Long live all of you! 


My fellow Filipinos, I heard that many of you walked several kilometers in order to 
attend this rally. To all of you, I thank you. 


I am but your small soldier whom you elected to the presidency in 1965, reelected in 
1969, and during martial law in 1976, we had a plebiscite and the question was: Do 
you want President Marcos to continue under martial law? The answer was: Yes, we 
want Marcos to continue. Similarly, in the 1981 presidential elections, you sup- 
ported your humble servant and voted him to the highest office in the land. Hence, 
I am here today not only a candidate but also as your president. You have contin- 
uously supported me as a president. 
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You told me: Vou, a soldier of the republic since wartime, continue as guardian of the 
Philinpines. On vour shoulders are placed the responsibility to take care of the 
welfare of the nation. You can see what is going on around the country. See to the 
neace and progress of our country and of each and every citizen. That is your dutv. 
Maintain peace and progress. [Passage indistinct. ] 


Now, while there is still time and opportunity, let us exercise the power granted us by 
the constitution to vote. During the war, my fellow veterans, you sacrificed for our 
country. You shed blood and gave up your lives and your honor in order to attain true 
independence, justice and dignity for the country and for cvery Filipino. Today, we 
are once more confronted with the danger of communism and the dismemberment of the 
Philippine territory in favor of a new Muslim state. Danger, danger! The manner with 
which they treat the welfare of the whole Filipino nation. I don't know which is the 
greater danger. The light and casual manner with which they treat affairs of the 
state. Ask them. What is your government program for the country? Answer: I have 

no government program. I only offer sincerity and honesty. Is that true! 


My friends, they who aspire for the highest office in the land, they claim to be 
sincere and honest. Thev said that they have nothing to do with the Communists. Is 
that true? Is it true that they had no agreement with the Communists? 


Mv friends, I have been to different parts of the country. The other day, I went to 
Dagupan, san Pablo, and others. They spread the news that Marcosis sick and faint 
and is bleeding. Ves, I was bleeding. But why? I bled because I went to the 
people. [Passage indistinct. ] 


To savy that I was sick, faint and dying? Are these people to be trusted? They sav: 


Look at Marcos. He can't even walk straight. Well, I do admit that I can't walk 
straight. My left knee was hit by shrapnel. As a young scldier, I was wounded five 
times during the war. Bones in my left knee were chipped away and nerves and tendons 
torn. When I am tired or the weather is cold, I limp a little. 


Let them laugh and I laugh at them. THEY JEST AT SCARS; THEY WHO WHO WERE NEVER WOUNDED. 
I consider it an honor that I have received wounds while fighting for our country. 

Do you know the shouts of the sold‘ers who were injured and dying while fighting in 
Bataan? They cried: Lord Almighty, my wounds hurt but I bear them willingly for the 
cause of my country’s independence. Those in serious condition, they shouted: Lord 
Almightv, if I am to die, take my life in return for granting my country's independence 
and justice. 


It is an honor that I wounded and became sick for a cause. I was wounded in the 
tomach, twice on the legs. I have a story for you. My beloved alwaystells me not to 
tell the story about my wound below the navel. Well, I said it was like a miracle. Do 
you know that beine hit below the navel, you'd think that it has been blown away. You 
thoueht that was it. Oh, the pravers and uncertainties whether it was still there or 
not. Oh God, not that. Then you realize that it is still there. [laughter] I asked 
my veteran friends whether they felt the same and they said yes. They also thought 
that it was hit and there it was still. 


Perhaps Turing Tolentino has told you that even though he is more than 70 years 
old, did he tell you this? Well, the doctor was shocked that, medically, he is 

only 45 years. As for me, I, too, went to the doctor and was told: You are only 40 
years old medically. If you ask my wife, I am only 25 years old. 


I should not have told you this. The first lady will reprimand me again. I notice 
that while, well, take no notice of my cold. It was a result of my laying wreaths at 
the tomb of the unknown soldier. That was verv important to me. Why? Because I 
never recovered the body of my father. [Passage indistinct. ] 
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My father was captured by the Japanese. I surrounded the Japanese with my 1,500 men. 
T told them to release my father or I would take no prisoners. Their answer: If 

you do not stop the attacks, we will hang your father. I ordered that the attacks be 
halted, However, my brother and commanders on the north side said they never received 
the order to abort the attack, so they continued mounting the attacks. Thus, the 
Japanese hung and bayonetted my father. I never recovered his body. 


Hence, whenever I stand before the tomb of the unknown soldier, it is like standing 
before the tomb of my father as well as those of my other soldiers. That day, it 
rained. I took off my hat and raincoat as did the other guerrilla leaders. So, we 
all caught cold. 


That day, in Dagupan, the people who greeted me were cryirn~. They said that they 

were the children of the soldiers whom I had taken into the mountains. They never saw 
their fathers, husbands, brothers; thus I told them: Whenever I put a wreath on the 
tomb of the unknown soldier, I am also laying wreaths on the tombs of my soldiers 
whose bodies we never recovered. So, I comforted them and they scratched my hands. 

My opponents claimed that Marcos was wounded. [passage indistinct. ] 


IT am reminded of Dodie Boy Penalosa, world flyweight boxing cham ion. As a boy, he 
suffered from polio and his left thigh was smaller than his right one. When T presented 
him with an award the other day, I asked him: Dodie, does your left thigh hurt during 

a close, hard fight? Oh, yes, he said, but I remember that I am the champion and I 

am the representative of 54 million Filipinos. Once a champion, act like a champion. 
So, I remember this and even if my left knee hurts,uh, once a champion act like a 
champion. So, I try to walk straight. 


[Passage indistinct.] When asked, if you are 21 years old again, will you do what you 
did as a youth? Will you dedicate your life to your country again? Yes, I will fight 
for my country. That is what I am thinking of right now. What are the duties of 
Ferdinand Marcos as president of our epublic? You, Ferdinand Marcos, a former 
soldier of the country; you who have been elected to the highest office in the land; 
are you going to hesitate now? Or will you continue as guardian of your country? 


I could have continued as president for one and a half years more and nobody could 

have stopped me. However, I believe that it is proper to tell the whole country of the 
dangers confronting us: communism; dismemberment of our country; and the designs of 
our political opponents who treat the future of the country lightly. Therefore, I 

am here to alert you to the approaching dangers facing the entire country. I urge 

our countrymen to unite as one and not allow our powers to be taken away from us. Let 
us confront the danger which poses an obstacle to the peace and progress of our country. 
Vote for the Marcos-Tolentino ticket! [applause] 


My political opponents said Marcos has been president for 20 years and has done nothing 
but kill. Killings under Marcos. Is that true or are they lies? Did any of our 
political adversaries die under the Marcos presidency? None. 


They know that the administration did not kill anyone. They know that if we wanted 
Aquino to die, we would have let him die of sickness. Why did we have him treated at 
the heart center? The first lady sent him a doctor and I allowed him to go to the 
United States for a bypass operation. He had a death verdict pending. He had been 
tried and sentenced to death. If we really wanted Aquino to die, we could have waited 
for the implementation of the death sentence. 


My friends, why do we have crisis in our country? -- Can you please lower all those? 
Yes, the streamers, so that others can see. Good, please lower them, ok? Actually I 


already know. 
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One look and I know all your requests. LET'S LOWER THE STREAMERS AND THE PLACARDS, SO 
THAT THE OTHERS AT THE BACK CAN SEE WHAT IS HAPPENING ON THE STAGE. Good, let us think 
of those at the back. 


My opponent said: 20 years and Marcos did nothing. What have we done here? You tell 
me. That is a lie. That is not true, They saidin their newspaper advertisements: 20 
years of killing. Enough. Stop it. It's time for a change. Who were killed under the 
Marcos administration? Do you remember the Chinese killed under martial law? Lim 
Seng, manufacturer of heroin. I think his factory is here in Caloocan. His rice 
noodle factory. One of the Coloocan policemen teatified. Lim Seng even bragged that he 
destroyed the lives of 10,000 young people because heroin is the worst drug used by the 
young. Thus, he was condemned to die by musketry. He was shot in Fort Santiago 

[should be Fort Bonifacio] and everyone was invited to witness his execution. He was 
the only one to die. Was there any politician killed under the Marcos administration. 
None. Thus, they are lying. 


However, on their side, who was condemned to die on murder charges? According to the 
testimonies of Commander Pusa, Commander Melody and the son of the murdered barang.y 
captain, it was Ninoy Aquino who ordered the murder of that barangay captain. Who 
was that barangay captain? Sumat who was head of the tenants in Hacienda Luisita 
owned by our opponent and Ninoy Aquino. The hacienda spans 6,000 to 7,000 hectares. 
Up to this day. The hacidenda has not yet instituted agrarian reform, 


Why was Sumat killed? Because he asked on behalf of 11 barangays that they be given a 
piece of land for their houses. He was insistent and Ninoy Aquino and the others got 
angry and ordered Sumat's killing. 


Why do I expose all this? Because it is in the records of the trial of ex-Senator 
Aquino. There were the testimonies of Commander Pusa, Commander Melody and [words 
indistinct] Sison as well as that of the barangay captain's son who was then hiding. 

He saw and heard everything. He heard that, when ordered to kill Sumat, Commander 
Melody said: Can we not forgive him? Hc is poor like us and he is not asking a lot. 
Ninoy Aquino got angry and ordered Commander Melody out. When Commander Melody passed 
by the hiding place of Sumat's son, he said to him: Do not cry, my child. We will get 
even. Incidentally, Commander Melody's brother was also killed. So, when Senator 
Aquino died, at Manila International Airport, Commander Melody returned to Sumat's son 
and said: We got even. 


Likewise, Commander Pusa testified that Ninoy Aquino helped set un the new Communist 
Party in December 1968. He was asked where the money came from, Ninoy Aquino, Guns? 
Ninoy Aquino. Vehicles? Ninoy Aquino. Money? Ninoy Aquino. When Commander Pusa 
raided the Philippine Military Academy along with renegade Philippine Army Lieutenant 
Victor Corpuz, they killed the guards and took away guns from the Philippine Military 
Academy. Asked who planned it all? Ninoy Aquino. Who gave the guns? Ninoy Aquino. 
Who gave the cars? Ninoy Aquino. Were there any injured men? Yes, some of our men 
were wounded. Where were they treated? He said: our hospital was Ninoy Aquino's 
house in Times Street as well as his house in Concepcion. Do not tell me my politi- 
cal opponent, who owns the house, did not know that the NPA's hospital was their house 
in Times Street, Quezon City as well as the one in Concepcion, Tarlac? 


Likewise, the newly established communist party said: we will help Unido [United 
Nationalist Democratic Organization] against the KBL. Who is Jose Maria Sison? He 
is the leader of the communist party. He is now in jail because we captured him. 
There is also Commander Dante, head of the New People's Army or the NPA. He is also 
in jail. What did he say? He said that Ninoy Aquino was with them in creating the 
Communist Party and the NPA. 
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So, my friends, those on the other side pose a greater danger to our politics than 
the communists. They said that should they win, they will let the communists occupy 
seats in the cabinet. They will become generals in the army. What will happen if 
that is realized? What happened in Indonesia. Civil war in 1965, because President 
Sukarno allowed the communists to enter the government and the armed forces. When 
the communists thought they were strong enough, they killed their rival generals and 
rival cabinet members, except for two men. One of them was the commander of the 
Stragetic command of the Indonesian Army, General Suharto who became president of 
the Indonesian Republic. The other was the Minister of Defence General Nasution 
who was also able to escape, even though his child died. Thus, there was a civil 
war. Never mind the military for they were ready to die. But who were the major 
casualties and how many died? Seven hundred thousand to one million civilians died 
and most of them were young people like us and the old people. They had no weapons, 
so they were the ones killed and injured. 


If we allow our political opponents to let the communists into the government, it 

is not farfetched that what occurred in Indonesia will be repeated here and the first 
casualties are you and I, we will die and get injured and suffer. We must not allow 
this to happen. Let us shout to every corner of the Philippines: Danger! While 
there is still time and opportunity, while we still have the power granted to us by 
the constitution let us avert that danger. We ask not for your lives, nor your 
properties nor the most valuable of all, your honor. We ask that you unite as one 
and use your right to vote in the coming elections. [applause] 


Do you know Nur Misuari, head of the secessionist Moro National Liberation Front? 
Not long ago, he gave a press conference in London and said that he had an agreement 
with Agapito Butz Aquino that, should they win -~- the MNLF will help them win -- 
they will recognize a new Muslim state comprised of Palawan, Mindanao, Basilan, 
Sulu, Tawitawi and the state of Sabah. We did not know this. It was Nur Misuari 
who announced it. He told the world that there was an agreement. Nur Misuari will 
not lie, and anyway, whatever they say, a close aide of Nur Misuari, Commander 

Nur Khan, has come out and said: The agreement stemmed from February 1981 with 
Ninoy Aquino. He showed us a picture of them talking and said that our opponents 
will recognize the new Muslim state. What is the meaning of this? They will give 
away Philippine territory to a new Muslim state. We do not even know about this. 
Not the president nor the Batasang Pambansa nor you who own the territory. No, we 
were not informed. Now, they deny these agreements. They deny them even though 

we have witnesses. 


Friends, this is irresponsibility. It shows how ignorant those on the opposite 
side are. Can you just give away Palawan, Mindanao, Basilan, Sulu and Tawitawi 
because you wanted political help from Nur Misuari and the MNLF? THEY DO NOT CARE 
WHAT PRICE THEY PAY FOR VICTORY, EVEN IF IT MEANS THE DEGRADATION OF THE ENTIRE 
FILIPINO PEOPLE AND THE DISMEMBERMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES. THOSE 
ARE NOT THE KIND OF PEOPLE THAT YOU CAN TRUST. WE WILL NOT ENTRUST THEM WITH THE 
FREEDOM AND THE JUSTICE AND THE HONOR OF OUR COUNTRY. LET US NOT VOTE FOR THEM. 
WHEN WE EXERCISE THE AUTHORITY AND POWER THAT HAS BEEN GRANTED US BY THE REPUBLIC 
OF THE PHILIPPINES’ CONSTITUTION, LET US NOW SETTLE THIS ISSUE ONCE AND FOR ALL. 
LET US ELIMINATE THE DANGER THAT CONFRONTS US AND LET US DO SO ON 7 FEBRUARY 1986. 


VOTE FOR MARCOS-TOLENTINO. [cheers and applause] 


My friends, here are the requests of Caloocan, Malabon and others. First of all, 
the Philippine National Railway [PNR] Property. [cheers] I hereby direct the 
general manager of PNR to dispense the PNR property in Caloocan and Manila, uh, 
Malabon and to indefinitely suspend rentals. [cheers] [Passage indistinct | 


Friends, these are my valentine gifts to you. After the February 7 elections where 
you will support your humble servant, I will return here and we will resolve all 
the problems of our fellow small, poor and unfortunate ones. [cheers] 
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Long live the KBL! Long live Caloocan! Long live Malabon! Long live Caloocan! 
Long live Valenzuela! Long live the KBL! Long live [words indistinct] May God 
grant us victory in the 7 February elections! Long live the Marcos-Tolentino team! 


Thank you very much! 


MARCOS DENOUNCES MILITARY RECORD DETRACTORS 


HK231527 Hong Kong AFP in English 1512 GMT 23 Jan 86 


[Excerpt] Manila, Jan 23 (AFP) -- President Ferdinand Marcos today criticised oppo- 
sition politicians and foreign journalists who questioned the legitimacy of his military 
record as “crazy people." "You be the answer to these crazy people -- the opposition 
and especially the foreign press, now they have the nerve to question my war record," 
the 68-year-old president told a crowd estimated by independent observers at 40,000 

at an organised mass rally on the edge of Manila's slum district in Tondo. 


The president, whose voice wavered and who appeared tired, made no direct reference 
to a NEW YORK TIMES story today which described his claims to have been a Philippine 
war hero as “absurd" and “fradulent." 


Waving to an official of the Philippines Vetarans' Association on the rostrum, he 
told the crowd “here is my witness." He did not elaborate, or refer to having been 
in the Bataan death march after the Japanese invasion in World War II in which 
thousands died, as he had in other speeches. 


Mr. Marcos, standing for re-election February 7 after 20 years in power, has often 
cited war wounds as the reason for limping during campaign appearances in recent weeks. 
Press reports have said he was suffering from a debilitating kidney disease. 


The NEW YORK TIMES said U.S. Army records, classified until 1958, showed that Mr. Marcos 
deserted the unit he commanded and that his claims of heroism were "distorted, exagge- 
rated and contradictory." 


Presidential media spokesman Jose Tumbokon told AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE "it has taken 
them (THE NEW YORK TIMES) 30 years to come up with this. Marcos has been recognised 
as a war hero for several decades." 


Observers point out that several books have disparaged the president's version of 
his military record during World War II, most notably one by former President 
Diosdado Macapagal printed 10 years ago which used the same U.S. military records as 
evidence to show that he had not played the role he claimed. 


Today, as in other >lection rallies, Mr. Marcos said the country was in danger from 
communism and from "the ignorance of the people fighting us," referring to opposition 
candidate Corazon Aquino, who he has called an inexperienced housewife. 

Opposition Denies Involvement 
HK240741 Hong Kong AFP in English 0732 GMT 24 Jan 86 
[Text] Manila, Jan 24 (AFP) -- The Philippine opposition today denied that it had 


anything to do with a U.S. press report questioning President Ferdinand Marcos' 
war exploits but said it could make the report's contents a campaign issue. 
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"It's just one of those serendipitous developments," Rene Saguisag, spokesman for 
opposition presidential candidate Corazon Aquino, told reporters here, when asked if 
the opposition was behind the article which appeared yesterday in THE NEW YORK TIMES. 
He said opposition leaders were expected to make the report an issue in the current 
campaign for the February 7 presidential election. 


THE NEW YORK TIMES said that claims by the 68-year-old chief executive that he had 
been a heroic guerrilla leader during the Japanese invasion of the Philippines in 
World War II were considered "absurd" and "fraudulent" by the U.S. Army. Citing U.S. 
Army reports, the newspaper said that repeated investigations of Mr. Marcos' military 
career found no evidence to back up his claims. 


Mr. Saguisag replied "maybe" when asked if hethought the U.S. Government -- which has 
been pressing for reforms in the 20-year-old regime -- had: leaked the army records 
at the height of the election campaign. 


« 


Japanese Officer Defends Marcos 
HK241230 Quezon City Maharlika Broadcasting System in English 1100 GMT 24 Jan 86 


[Text] A former member of the dreaded Kempeitai, a Japanese military police, has 
debunked claims of an article in THE NEW YORK TIMES that the Maharlika [Noble Ones] 
guerrillaunit is a fictitious resistance organization. (?Fujihara), during the war, 
served with Fort Santiago Kempeitai command as an intelligence officer. He received 
orders from Tokyo to hunt down and arrest leaders and members of theguerrilla unit, 
Ang Mga Maharlika [The Noble Ones] led then by Major Ferdinand Marcos. 


According to Fujihara, Major Marcos and his unit were number one in the most wanted 
list of the Japanese army. He said this unit had been pestering the Japanese with 
their forays and raids against Japanese army units and by lifting military (?pickets) 
by devious means. He later admitted that the Kempeitai was no match with the intelli- 
gence and cunning of the Maharlika. 


[Fujihara recording indistinct]. 


CASTRO VISITS WASHINGTON; DISCUSSES ELECTION 


HK230410 Hong Kong AFP in English 0400 GMT 23 Jan 86 


[Text } Washington, Jan 23 (AFP) -- Visiting Philippine Acting Foreign Minister 
Pacifico Castro today played down a wave of U.S. criticism against President Ferdinand 
Marcos and his administration and maintained that relations between the two countries 
remained "good, stable and mutually supportive." 


Mr Castro, who is in Washington to reassure nervous American officials that the 
February 7 elections will be free, fair and democratic, said statements by "individual 
congressmen and bureaucrats" did not in any way reflect the underlying strength of 
these ties at official level. 


The Marcos government has been strongly criticized in Congress and urged by both 
administration officials and lawmakers to carry out a series of economic, political 

and military reforms to counter the country's internal problems and growing communist 
insurgency. Recently a congressional committee began investigations into allegations 
that Mr Marcos and his wife Imelda have invested heavily in U.S. property and to deter- 
mine whether U.S. funds were diverted for this purpose. 
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Mr Castro told AFP that not a single piece of evidence had been presented to sub- 
Stantiate the charges and said a congressional General Accounting Office team of 
auditors which had been sent to the Philippines recently to see how aid funds had 
been disbursed had discovered nothing untoward. 


Told that a second GAO audit team was being sent to Manila this weekend to continue 
investigations, Mr Castro said: 'They were welcome to look into all the foreign 
aid expenditure. We are a very open society." American foreign aid for fiscal 
1986 totalled 245 million dollars, including 125 millions in economic aid, subject 
of the GAO audit. 


Mr Castro said he had briefed members of the House of Representatives today on pre- 
parations for the upcoming election and told them that the country's Armed Forces 
would be confined to barracks for three days over the election period. He also 
Said General Fidel Ramos had been put in charge of forces designated to oversee the 
polling, even though general Fabian Ver would remain as Armed Forces chief, a 
decision that has drawn criticism from the State Department. 


Gen Ver recently acquitted of charges connected with the 1983 murder of opposition 
leader Benigno Aquino and U.S. officials have made no secret of the fact that they 
consider his replacement an essential step in any military reforms. 


Mr Castro maintained that polls showed Mr Marcos the 7-3 favourite to win the eleciton, 
despite the crowd-pulling performances of rival candidate Corazon Aquino. He equated 
her campaign with that of Geraldine Ferraro, unsuccessful U.S. vice-presidential 
candidate in 1984. He quoted from Mrs Ferraro's autobiography in which she said 

the "crowds were there but the votes never came." 


Mr Castro said he had been instructed by Mr Marcos to deliver a letter to President 
Ronald Reagan and a White House meeting was "being arranged" for Thursday. But 
White House officials said no such meeting was planned. He refused to disclose the 
letter's contents but it is believed to contain a formal invitation to send American 
observers to the February 7 poll. 


Richard Lugar, Republican chairman cf the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, has 
insisted on a formal invitation befor: agreeing to a White House request to head a 
delegation. He will hear reports tomorrow on preparations for the elections from a 
congressional fact-finding team which has just returned from the Philippines, 


Mr Castro will meet with Secretary of State George Shultz tor-rrow and hopes to have 
talks with National Security Concil Director Admiral John Poindexter before he returns 


to the Philippines Friday. 


SPOKESMAN DENIES TRIP POSTPONEMENT DUE TO HEALTH 


HK240212 Quezon City Maharlika Broadcasting System in English 1100 GMT 23 Jan 86 


[Text] The president has postponed a campaign sortie in Davao tomorrow because of 
bad weather. Information Ministry official, Vic Tuazon, denied suggestions [words 
indistinct] that the indefinite postponement was due to the alleged failing health 
of the chief executive. [Word indistinct] Tuazon said that the scheduled trip to 
the central city of Cebu on the same day was also postponed. His schedule, he said, 
(?dictated) that the two cities be covered on the same day. 
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MEMBERS OF GENERAL STAFF SIGN PRO-VER STATEMENT 


MX231015 Manila BUSINESS DAY in English 22 Jan 86 p 22 


[Excerpts] Members of the armed forces general staff, including vice chief of staff 
Lt Gen Fidel V. Ramos, have expressed confidence in the leadership of chief of staff 
Gen Fabian C. Ver, a press statement from Camp Aguinaldo said yesterday. The generals 
signed a "declaration of unity" and presented it to Ver on his 66th birthday Monday. 
It stated the generals’ reaffirmation of their support to Ver's leadership. 


As this developed, President Marcos indicated he would stay the retirement of Ver 
because of what he calls "factionalism" that has crept into the military, an AGENCE 
FRANCE PRESSE dispatch said. Speaking during a meeting with locai and business leaders 
in Makati, the President refused to set a date for Ver's retirement, saying there was 
nobody capable of replacing him at the moment, another report of the AGENCE FRANCE 
PRESSE said, 


The declaration of unity signed by Ramos and the members of the armed forces joint 
staff said: "In this crucial time when the AFP [Armed Forces of the Philippines] is 
being put to test, we, the vice chief of staff and the members of the joint staff of 
the AFP do hereby reaffirm our sincere, unequivocal and continuing loyalty, support, 
cooperation and confidence in the leadership of the AFP chief of staff Gen Fabian C. 
Ver." 


The generals also declared that all elements of the AFP have always been united, ready, 
willing and able to defend and uphold the constitutional and democratic principles it 
Stands for. 


Aside from Ramos, the other signatories are deputy chief of staff Commodore Serapio 
Martillano, Brig Gen Catalino Villanueva, Brig Gen Fidel Singson, Brig Gen Felix 
Brawner, Brig Gen Augustus Paiso, Brig Gen Fortunato Corrachea, Brig Gen Jose Bello Ir, 
Commodore Juanito Veridiano and staff secretary Navy Capt Eriberto Varona. 


RAMOS ORDERS PROBE OF EXPLOSIONS, KILLINGS 


HK220525 Manila BUSINESS DAY in English 21 Jan 86 p 74 


[fext] Lt. Gen. Fidel V. Ramos, Armed Forces vice chief of staff and PC/TNP 
[Philippine Constabulary-Integrated National Police] chief, yesterday ordered a 
thorough investigation into the reported explosions that marred the opposition rally 
Sunday night in Zamboanga City. Ramos also directed a probe of the killing of a 
Kilusang Bagong Lipunan leader in Villasis, Pangasinan following reports that it was 
politically motivated. 


The PC/INP chief directed Col. Romeo Recina, PC/INP Region 9 commander to organize a 
composite team to look into the explosions, the biggest coming from a grenade about 
500 yards from where opposition vice presidential bet Salva‘or H. Laurel was delivering 


his speech. 


Col. Romeo Abendan, Zamboanga Metrodiscom [Metropolitan District Command] commander, 
was quoted by reports as saying that no one was injured among the 100,000 people at the 
Sunken Garden near Plaza Pershing where opposition presidential candidate Corazon 
Aquino and running mate Laurel spoke. But the blasts prompted the opposition to cut 


short the rally. 
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The composite team which will look into the incident will be headed by the chief of 
the PC/INP Criminal Investigation Service in Region 9. He will coordinate with the 
special action team (SAT) organized by the Commission on Elections in the area. Pamos 
directed Recina to report his findings to him by Thursday. 


At the same time, Ramos ordered Recina to look into reports that the opposition has 
been harassed in several rally sites in Region 9, MP Aquilino Pimentel, ear'ier said 
that in Basilan, Pagadian City and Ipil, Zamboanga del Norte, the sound systems were 
sabotaged, and in Davao City and Roxas City, the lights went off. 


In another development, Ramos directed Brig. Gen. Tomas Dumpit, PC/INP kegion 1 comman- 
der and chief of the Regional Unified Command 1, to investigate the killing of Jaime 
Andaya, 44, Barangay captain of Paz, Villasis, Pangasinan and a KBL leader in that town. 
Andaya was reportedly shot dead by unidentified gunmen while he was watching a band 
competition in the Villasis town plaza. 


COLUMNIST REVIEWS MARCOS' MAKATI. SPEECH 


HK231238 Manila BUSINESS DAY in English 23 Jan 86 p 5 
("Here and Now" column by Francisco S. Tatad: "Making the Past Obsolete" ] 


[Text] If President Marcos had expected a cold and barren reception at Makati's Inter- 
continental Hotel on Tuesday, the business elite made sure he got it, indeed. The 
crowd overflowed from the second floor ballroom to the main lobby, but it lacked the 
warmth, enthusiasm and luster of the Jan. 6 Cory Aquino crowd. A polite round of 
applause greeted the president as he entered the hall, but some people seemed to have 
enormous difficulty getting up from their seats when the guest speaker finally rose to 
speak. 


Vicente: Paterno, who used to be minister for industry and later for public highways in 
the Marcos cabinet, said in his opening remarks that the joint meeting of the Makati 
Business Club, Bishops-Businessmen's Conference [BBC] and Management Association of the 
Philippines, having heard Cory previously, was being held to give Marcos an opportunity 
to present his economic program, "as the KBL candidate."" BBC's Vicente Jayme, who 
recently resigned his chairmanship of the Private Development Corporation of the 
Philippines, the country's largest private development bank, allegedly because of 
Malacanang pressure, introduced the President. Marcos began by saying he had come "not 
only as the KBL candidate, but as President of the Republic." 


The audience looked bored from the start, and seemed to find the right reason for it 
during the speech. Except for once, they did not interrupt him with applause; even then, 
you could almost hear a pin drop during the applause. Coming out of a punishing 
schedule, amid visible strains on his health, Marcos was not in his best form, and the 
speech added to it. 


He tried to drown the audience with arguable claims and statistics, describing as 
success what the opposition denounces as failures, beginning with the restructuring of 
the foreign debt, which had all been incurred during the years he's been in office. 


He did much better in the question-and-answer; but his tendency to evade and parry 
questions left many disappointed. In the end, he said nothing new or unexpected, pro- 
nounced no new cures for old diseases. Those who had hoped to see a glimpse of the 
immediate future after Feb. 7 in case he wins did not see it. Those who had hoped to 
see some signs of a "new Marcos" emerging out of the old did not see it, either. All 
they saw was an older, perhaps tireder, Marcos. 
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He tried to make a big point of the fact that Cory's economic program, which has been 
criticized and defended by independent and partisan sources alike, sounded like an echo 
of his own. True or not, the wonderof it all was that the echo -- if it was indeed that 
-- seemed to have been more warmly received than his restatement of the original program. 


The reason for this, I think, is that while Marcos speaks of the free play of market 
forces, in practice the market structure of free competition was mortally distorted when 
the regime decided to use state power to create wealth not for the nation or the state 
as such, but for a few select individuals and families. And while he speaks of land 
reform, which was indeed a bold initiative, the results on the ground are not as envi- 
sioned or described in the press releases. The program put an end to a period of 
agrarian unrest. But it did not end hunger, nor did it create the new landowning and 
industrial classes which the program had dreamed about. 


The fact that Cory, before the same business group, had earlier failed to provide speci- 
fics was no excuse for Marcos not to come up with any noteworthy specifics himself. 
Having minimized Cory's program as a mere statement of objectives, he was expected to do 
exactly what Cory failed to do. There was very little of this. This is what he -- and 
Cory -- will now have to address. 


According to recent political readings, 20 percent of the voters in Metro Manila, 23 
percent in Luzon, 6 percent in the Visayas and 17 percent in Mindanao are "undecided" 

at this point. Those in business represent a higher percentage. There is no scientific 
data about what makes them undecided, but it seems safe enough to presume that they will 
be won by the candidate who is able to present a clear picture of what the near future 
is going to be like. They want something they can see, something they can almost touch, 
and they want to be assured that the future will once more be like "what it used to be." 


Just as we demand from Cory a program that goes beyond a mere statement of pious intents 
and objectives, so we demand from Marcos a program that tells us in the clearest possi- 
ble terms how he intends to lead the nation out of the lingering crisis. 


His claim to experience is conceded; but he is called upon to show that experience is 
not simply the prolonged repetition of a mistake, but above all the ability to recognize, 
to correct, and to rise above past mistakes. 


This means a commitment to meaningful transformation and change, and being able to tell 
the hungry, with some conviction, that they are finally going to eat; the unemployed, 
that they will soon have jobs; the businessmen, that the fundamentals of the market will 
soon revive; and the insurgents, that they can give up their arms because the government 
and society itself are doing the best they can to make class hatred and armed struggle 


obsolete. 


PAPER DISPARAGES MARCOS' PRESIDENTIAL RECORD 


HK221127 Davao City PEOPLE'S DAILY FORUM in English 29 Dec 85 p 5 


[Text] Ferdinand has been in the presidential saddle for 20 long years. And if he 
still believes in what he says in public, he will be celebrating his silver anniversary 
in Malacanang as president in 1991. He then will stay on for one more year, after 
which time, he will consider stepping down. Retirement in 1992. Maybe. It really 
depends on circumstances at that time. If the crisis is still on, he stays on. Looks 
like the "experienced" old boy won't be able to solve the crisis in the next six years. 
Although he didn't say so, the old boy may just want to notch up an additional 25 years 
and celebrate his golden anniversary -- stillinMalacanang. Do I hear people groaning? 
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However, Ferdinand reportedly admitted to NEWSWEEK that he was tired. As he supposedly 
said, "you cannot be president for 20 years and not be tired of it. Let's admit it. 
I'm tired. All the burden is on me. I want somebody who will pick up the burden. 
Probably I can advise him from behind or from the side." 


And guess who is on Ferdinand's list of successors, just in case he would consider 
stepping down? Arturo Tolentino is one. The other apparently is Prime Minister Cesar 
Virata. 


As perhaps everyone knows by now, Tolentino is 75 years old. In six years, if 

Ferdinand goes through with his threat of retiring and just remaining as adviser, 
Tolentino will be 81 years old with a 74-year-old adviser on the side. Good grief! Our 
country will be run by doddering old men. Apart from the crisis, we will be having a 
serious maintenance problem! When will the youth, whom Ferdinand keeps on saying is the 
future of this country, ever get a crack at the presidency? 


But how are doddering presidential candidates, whether in 1986 or 1992 expected to con- 
duct a campaign? If Ferdinand's present style of campaigning in anything to go by, the 
televiewers will be bombarded with advertisements showing dated pictures of, would you 
believe, a "crisis" president jogging. And television will be replete with video clips 
of an aging president warning the youth, the nation and his fellow Ilokanos of bloodshed 
and 10 years of instability if he is not reelected. And if perchance another presiden- 
tial election campaign will fall on a Christmas day, television and radio audiences will 
hear him say: "Of the blessings we count today, nothing perhaps, makes us more thankful 
than the return of stability and confidence to our national life, and the cheer that 
these in turn has brought to our individual lives." 


It is precisely because the country is politically unstable and is reeling from a uni- 
versal loss of confidence in government and its institutions that we are holding a 
special presidential election -- that is, unless at the last moment, Ferdinand does 
not through Amendement Six, repeal the election law he signed or under some pretext 
declare emergency rule, a euphemism for martial law. 


What is not seen, read or heard in the controlled media are the reports of thousands and 
thousands of enthusiastic Filipinos greeting the opposition candidates everywhere they 
go so that the Filipinos can see for themselves how agile, strong, healthy and sensible 
these candidates are. What is currently seen, heard and read are just Ferdinand's re- 
cycled statements of a nation or government in crisis that is best handbed by an ex- 
perienced president who does not rely on advisers. So how come the word is out that 
he's spending millions on a PR adviser? 


Nevertheless, Ferdinand at least admits that there is a crisis. Now, since he has been 
in the presidential saddle for the past 20 years and if he is one president who, by him- 
self makes all the decisions, whom should the people blame for the crisis? Shouldn't it 
be Ferdinand, the "experienced" President? 


It was under his leadership that the country's foreign debts skyrocketed. Before mar- 
tial law was declared, we only had a $2 billion debt. Officially, we are in debt for 

at least $26 billion, but it wouldn't surprise we at all if we discover that the coun- 
try's external debt is closer to $35 billion. In this country under Ferdinand's leader- 
ship the nation never gets to know the real figures, does the nation want more of this 
"man of experience?" He certainly has a lot of experience in borrowing money in the 


name of the Filipinos. 


And this was the same President who, 14 years ago, upon the declaration of martial law, 
promised the nation economic prosperity. Instead we have economic stagnation. Where 

is all that economic prosperity? Investors are afraid to invest. Business is groaning. 
Factories have shut down. Thousands and thousands unemployed or underemployed. More 
than half of the Filipinos are living below the poverty level. Is this what a man with 
20 years experience can offer the Filipinos? 
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This is also the same President who, 14 years ago, promised the nation that never again 
would media be prostituted. And look at what the media have become under his regime. 
Even newscasts are not balanced. For instance, the reporting on the presidential 
campaign trials is heavily slanted in Ferdinand's favor. His speeches and campaign are 
given full media coverage while that of the opposition either ignored, distorted or 
glossed over. It was said that the opposition's offer to buy airtime for its rallics, 
was not entertained. Any yet Ferdinand even goes so far as to appeal to the opposition 
candidates to conduct their campaign on a higher level. 


Ferdinand wants six more years. I guess the older one gets, the more impossible the 
‘ream gets. But this can mean six more years of instability, of hopeless cynicism and 

‘ loss of credibility in all the institutions of government. He has had 20 years 
to wake the nation great, to make it economically prosperous, to make it a proud nation. 
Instead the 20 years of Ferdinand have reduced us to a nation in crisis, in conflict, in 
serious confrontation. 


Ferdinand says that after 20 years of the presidency, he is tired of it all. So is the 
nation. 


AQUINO GIVES 3D POLICY SPEECH BEFORE ROTARY CLUB 


BK230943 Kuala Lumpur BERNAMA in English 0921 GMT 23 Jan 86 


[Text] Manila, Jan 23 (BERNAMA) -- Opposition presidential bet Mrs Corazon Aquino today 
vowed to dismantle what she called the "dictatorial edifice" of President Marcos, and 
build a genuine democracy for the Filipino people if she wins the Feb 7 poll. 


Admitting that the task would not be easy, she said: "I am first to admit that the 
Marcos dictatorship has been cleverly crafted by an evil genius. And I am first to 
admit that that evil genius, allowed to run amok for twenty years, succeeded in foisting 
on the nation a grim constitutional joke," she said as she presented her political 
programme of government before an overflowing and tumultous crowd of a Manila Rotary 
Club function at a government-owned Premier Hotel here. 


Her puiicy speech, the third so far, also saw her sharpest criticisms of President 
Marcus that brought the partisan audience to no less than 40 rounds of applause. Her 
first policy statement was on her economic programme while the second was on her social 


programme of government. 


"She has answered everything and more," remarked a Rotary Club member as the audience 
gave the presidential aspirant a standing ovation at the end of her nearly hour-long 
address. "Marcos is determined to remain permanent dictator, come hell or high water. 
I am determined to stop him," Aquino said. 


She charged that the present system of government shaped by Marcos over the past 20 
years has led to the concentration of all significant powers in the executive, abuse 
and misuse of that concentrated power for personal benefit and protection for the 
holder of power against any complaint or prosec -1 The system, she said, has worked 
marvelously well for Marcos and his "coterie of sy .vphants and relatives." "But it has 


devastated the nation and degraded our people." 


Aquino, who turns 53 on Saturday, then outlined her three-point programme to change the 
present political system: 


1. To break up the concentration of power in the hands of the executive; 
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2. To set up effective safeguards against abuse and misuse of power; and 


3. to make the executive and all who follow his directives answerable for their 
misdeeds. 


"It is only thus that we can rebuild the nation from its ruin and redeem the honour and 
dignity of the Filipino people." 


On her six immediate actions if she wins the poll, she said she would firstly repeal 
three "grossly offensive decrees" which authorise the president to detain people at 
his sole discretion through the national assembly. But if assembly, dominated by the 
ruling party, refuses, she said she would be forced to use the controversial Amendment 
6, the constitutional power of the president to legislate over and above the national 
assembly. "But [ shall use Amendement 6 only as a last resort and only to destroy 
itself," she said. President Marcos has charged ina campaign sortie that Aquino has 
gone back on her earlier statement that she would not make use of Amendment 6. 


Secondly, she would lift the suspension of the privilege of the writ of habeas corpus 
nation-wide. 


Thirdly, she would "liberate" the mass media "and thereby strengthen the voice of the 
people as an instrument for keeping government honest and honourable." 


Fourthly, she would eliminate graft and corruption "and establish an honest, efficient, 
and just system of public service." 


Fifthly, she would grant a general amnesty to all political detainees and all political 
offenders who foreswear the use of violence against the state. 


Lastly, she would move on to the "more remotely achievable goal" of re-formulating the 
country's Constitution. 


Aquino who delve [as received] at length on the country's growing insurgency problem, 
countered a Marcos question of what does she know about insurgency by saying: "My first 
answer is that, with his dismal record, he should be ashamed to ask the question at 
all." "It is beyond debate that Marcos is the most successful recruiter for the 
insurgency," she said, adding that it was for this reason that Marcos refused to meet 
her in an open debate. "He knows that after this election he is leaving to us one of 
his shameful legacies the difficult task of reversing the drift towards a communist 
take-over." 


While admitting that the insurgency is not a simple problem, she said it is a combina- 
tion of economic, social, military and ideological problem. Saying that her economic 
and social programme would answer these two problems, she reiterated that her first 
task is to retire "over-staying" generals to get at the military problem. The solution 
to the military problem lies in the strengthening of the morale and restoration of 
discipline and professionalism in the service. 


Reiterating that she is not a communist, she said she would respect a communist's 
right, or anybody's right, to peacefully sell his ideas to others. The ideological 
problem of the insurgency, she said, could not be resolved through suppression but 
through an open market competition of ideas. "You cannot defeat an idea simply by 
suppressing it; you cannot imprison an idea; you can defeat ideas only with better 
ideas." 
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AFP Report 
HK231135 Hong Kong AFP in English 1108 GMT 23 Jan 86 
[By Joel Paredes] 


[Excerpt] Manila, Jan 23 (AFP) -- Mrs Aquino today criticised Mr Marcos for letting 
the country drift towards a communist takeover and said she was confident that 

"under a government that enjoys the confidence of the people, ideologies that run 
counter to our cultural and religious values will be rejected without need of blood- 
shed." 


Mrs Aquino, presenting her political platform in a speech here to the thunderous 
cheers of some 2,000 rotarians and guests said "I am not a communist, I never was 
and never will be," reporters at the meeting said. "Moreover I will use the power 
of the state to fight any force, whether communist or not, which will seek to 
overthrow our democratic government or destroy our cultural heritage including 
our belief in God." 


To one of 55 ovations that interrupted her speech she also said she was prepared to 
seek a political solution to the problem of an estimated 16,000 communist rebels 
before relying on military force. 


"Mr Marcos asks what Cory Aquino knows about insurgency," she said. Let me ask 
what Mr Marcos has done about insurgency -- my first answer is that with his dismal 
record he should be ashamed to answer the question at all." 


Mrs Aquino presented the broad outline of her political program, to retain the 
presidential system, restore checks and balances in government, discourage monopol- 
ies, purify the electoral process and ensure that the term of the president be 
limited. But she said it would be difficult to implement with a pro-Marcos national 
assembly. "I concede that I cannot match Mr Marcos when it comes to experience -- 

I admit that I have no experience in cheating, stealing, lying or assassinat ing 
political opponents," she said. 


Answering questions after the speech, Mrs Aquino said she has been disappointed at 
Washington's disregard for human rights in the Philippines. "It is difficult to 
tell if the Reagan administration is neutral, I always believe that there is U.S. 
interference, open or not. I would like to believe that the U.S. will interfere 
for good, and tell Mr Marcos their concern for clean and honest polls so that there 
will be a peaceful transition." . 


More than 80,000 people later lined the streets, independent observers said, as Mrs 
Aquino staged a motorcade from Manila to nearby Caloocan City. 


Radio Report 
HK240443 Manila Far East Broadcasting Company in English 2300 GMT 23 Jan 86 


[Text] Opposition presidential candidate Corazon Aquino took a respite from her 
provincial campaign to address the Manila Rotary Club at the Manila Hotel yesterday. 
She spoke on her proposed political program. She said that she will use Amendment 
6 only as a last resort and to destroy itself, should the Batasan refuse to repeal 
presidential decrees, among others, the president's power to order the arrest of 
any person. Mrs Aquino also said that she will lift the suspension of the writ 

of habeas corpus in the two regions of Mindanao. Mrs Aquino said the decrees 
issued by the president are mostly very offensive. 
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AQUINO ASKS FOR REASSIGNMENT OF TARLAC OFFICERS 


HK210349 Manila BUSINESS DAY in English 20 Jan 86 p 22 


[Text] Opposition presidential bet Corazon C. Aquino over the weekend asked the 
Commission on Elections to temporarily relieve six military officers in Tarlac due 
to the spate of political killings in her home province. In a petition, Mrs 

Aquino asked that the following Philippine Constabulary [PC] officers who have 

been posted in Tarlac for years be reassigned elsewhere for the duration of the 
campaign for the Feb. polls. Maj. Napoleon Castro, deputy provincial commander; Maj. 
Antonio Baquiran, commanding officer 18lst PC Co.; Capt Tito Samson, CO 

[Commanding Officer] Intelligence Office; Capt. Romeo Yaranon, CO 184th PC Co.; 

Capt. Ruben Rodriguez, CO 188th PC Co. and Col. Rolando Roque; provincial commander 
of Tarlac. 


Names Lawyer as Spokesman 
HK220955 Hong Kong AFP in English 0950 GMT 22 Jan 86 
[Text] Manila, Jan 22 (AFP) -- Opposition presidential candidate Corazon Aquino 
today named activist lawyer Rene Augusto Saguisag as her official spokesman for the 
election campaign, her sister-in-law Lupita Kashiwahara said. 


Mr Saguisag, a founding member of the activist lawyers group Movement of Attorneys 
for Brotherhood, Integrity and Nationalism Inc (MABINI), is known for his defense 
of poltical prisoners accused of national security crimes. He promised to hold 
daily press briefings on Mrs Aquino's campaign. 


COLUMNIST WARNS AQUINO NEEDS ORGANIZATION 


HK220854 Manila BUSINESS DAY in English 21 Jan 86 p 5 
["Here and Now” column by Francisco S. Tatad: "Preparing for the Homestretch"] 


[Text] Mrs. Cory Aquino's campaign appears to have peaked, and although she looks 
a bit exhausted, she is confident. But as in the most bullish stock market, the 
early trend has to “correct.” The highest point reached by her campaign must 
inevitably slide down a few points. 


No Filipino presidential candidate before her ever had the size of her crowds. 

This cannot simply be due to the population increase. President Marcos has been 
there for 20 years; the nation has not had a real presidential campaign in 17 years; 
she is the first woman candidate for the office -- the first ever to run for the 
highest office without having previously served in any lower office; not many had 
seen or heard her before in public; she has a personal story to tell about her 
husband Ninoy, who might have been the favored candidate if he had not been 
assassinated. 


All these combine to explain her appeal to the masses. But this does not measure, 
nor automatically translate into votes. Reports of surveys said to have been 
conducted by the various parties do not, at this point, show any significant leads. 
A KBL survey said to have been conducted in late December showed Cory with 42 
percent, against Marcos’ 33 percent. In early January, a survey said to have been 
conducted by people identified with "the Cojuangco group" showed Cory with 38 
percent, to Marcos's 44 percent. In Metro Manila, a survey said to have been 
conducted by Unido [United Nationalist Democratic Organization] gave Cory 52 percent, 
and Marcos, 34 percent. In all these surveys, Unido's Doy Laurel leads all the 
vice-presidential candidates, with LP's (Liberal Party] Eva Estrada Kalaw running 
second in many instances. 


IV. 24 Jan 86 P 21 PHILIPPINES 


There does not seem to be enough consistency in these reported surveys, except that 
not even in her own people's surveys is Cory hitting the 70 percent - 80 percent 
threshold which they say is needed if she is to survive the KBL machine. Because she 
does not have an organization on the ground, she needs an avalanche of votes to drown 
the KBL machine once it is placed on high gear. This means that as of now the crowds 
have remained crowds, not votes. This is not inconsistent with historical experience. 


In 1957, the immensely popular Sen. Manuel Manahan of the Progressive Party of the 
Philippines [PPP], running against President Garcia, got only 20.5 percent of the votes. 
Sen. Claro M. Recto of the Nationalist Citizens Party, who could keep tens of thousands 
until the wee hours of the morning at Plaza Miranda, got a measly 8.4 percent. 


In 1961, Sen. Rogelio de la Rosa, idolized by millions as an actor before he was 
elected to the Senate, ran against reelectionist Garcia. He attracted unusually large 
crowds, but withdrew in the middle of the campaign in favor of vice-president Macapagal, 
who won, 52.7 percent to Garcia's 43 percent. 


In 1965, Sen. Raul Manglapus of the PPP, darling of the young, the women, and the middle- 
class, got only 5 percent of the votes, lower than the ridiculous 7 percent which the 
much-maligned candidacy of Alejo Santos was allowed to get away with in 1981. In the 
United States, Geraldine Ferraro had record crowds. But in the end she lost to George 
Bush. 


There is, of course, a big difference between Cory and the above-mentioned candidates. 
Manahan, Recto, De la Rosa, and Manglapus all ran as third party candidates, without 
the benefit of election inspectors. Cory, as Unido's official standard bearer, is 
entitled to inspectors. 


Some like to compare her candidacy to that of Magsaysay's. He, like Cory, had the 
support of all the opposition stalwarts. Then, as now, the United States took a 
serious interest in the peaceful and honest conduct of the elections. There was 
Namfrel [National Movement for Free Elections] then, as there is Namfrel now. And 
there was Col. (later Maj. Gen.) Edward Geary Lansdale, who was correctly or not 
largely credited with Magsaysay's 67.3 percent (to President Quirino's 30.3 percent) 
"landslide." 


But Magsaysay, who had justly earned his fame fighting the Huks, rather than from the 
simple act of carrying in his arms the bullet-riddled body of Moises Padilla in Rafael 
Lacson's Negros, believed in organization, and had the NP [Nacionalista Party] for 
that. This is what Cory now needs the most. 


There were not enough opposition inspectors during the December registrations; there 
was no opposition representative in the production, transport and delivery of the 
specially watermarked ballot paper to the printing press; still no representative when 
the rolls were cut and the printing of the ballot started; so many jurisdictional 
squabbles remain unresolved; so many are training for jobs already assigned to 
Namfrel volunteers while many sensitive areas are left blank; virtually no capability 
is being developed to provide the necessary convoys to secure the ballot boxes once 
they start moving out of the precincts. In propaganda, the basic situation remains 
unchanged. Despite the wealth of issues against Marcos, Cory is on the defensive. 


To top it all, there are increasing signs within and outside Unido of a Marcos-Laurel 
ballot. This has not yet ripened into a full or open arrangement, which would leave 
Cory alone in facing the full force of the KBL machine without being able to call on 
Unido's structure for help. But the campaign has reached the critical point where 
everything that can go wrong goes wrong, and there is very little time left to 


correct it. 
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OPPOSITION MUST STEP UP INFORMATION CAMPAIGN 


HK221549 Davao City PEOPLE'S DAILY FORUM in English 9 Jan 86 p 3 
["Pen at Large" column by Ed R. Fernandez: "The Inadequacy of Cory's Info Drive"] 


[Text] After the so-called ominous silence of the KBL, President Marcos is now in the 
offensive side. He has been attacking and charging the opposition candidates of its 
weakness in running the government. If the opposition will not hasten its information 
drive, it will be in the losing end. All of the time, it will be in its defensive side. 
Considering the ordinary mentality of a plain Juan De La Cruz, the opposition might 

lose in the propaganda battle. Even if the opposition will always harp on sincerity and 
morality in running the government. 


An ordinary Filipino is easily swayed by those who can attack best; the kind that they 
want to hear from people in the politics. If some of the so called educated individuals 
are easily carried away by offensive attacks and some crispy reds, violets, or orange, 
there is no reason why the plainest folk in the remote areas will not be lured by the 
offers of temporary comfort. 


Cory is also defending, as well as lambasting the government of Mr. Marcos for its 
inadequacy to deliver to the people the basic needs that the people want. But, 
observers are made to believe that the media bureau of Cory is not doing so much to 
counter the charges of Mr. Marcos. 


The opposition knows that Mr Marcos has the backing of some high KBL men who can 
destroy the hope of the opposition to deliver the ballots in favor of Cory. If they, 
the opposition, intend to win this election then they must hasten the movement of their 
information drive using the press, radio, TV, pamphlets, posters and PR men to counter 
the charges of Mr. Marcos. The PR men should also explain the qualification of Cory 
thoroughly. Lest this is done, chances of the opposition are dim. This is not only 
true in Davao City; this is most true in the entire country. Every minute is important 
in this election. Time should not be wasted. 


Example, the charges of the KBL, that Cory is inexperienced. The issue has not been 
thoroughly explained to the ordinary people especially in the remote areas. 


What are the opposition doing about this issue? 


Another charge of the KBL Marcos is that Cory is supported by the communists. Cory 
denied it and charged Marcos instead of creating the communist. But this is not enough 
because the majority of the Filipino people do not read PAHAYAGANG MALAYA which is the 
only publication that prints Cory's hardhitting campaign slogans and speeches. The 
opposition cannot hope for the BULLETIN TODAY and rest of the crony paper to publish 
and indepth story on Cory. Never. 


So what the opposition can do is to speedup its campaign for information on the 
qualities of Cory and Doy and their program of government in the radio especially. 


The opposition must explain to the people, the ordinary Juan de la Cruz, why Cory-Doy 
is an alternative to the regime of Mr. Marcos. During this time the PR men of the 
opposition, complete with dossier of the tandem (Cory and Doy) can explain that Cory 
is indeed qualified and they have a very workable program of government. Unless this 
is done, Marcos will be attacking the opposition with all sorts of accusation, a 
practice which he inherited during his twenty years of reign as executive of the 


country. 
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The communist charge of Mr Marcos has a strong impact on the people. Students are 
afraid to talk about the issue because they are afraid of the communist. They must be 
told and explained that Cory and Doy are not communists and that they are not 
supported by the communists. 


MPs Zafiro Respicio, Donglas "Dodo" Cagas, and Rolly Marcial must mobilized its 
information drive regarding these charges of Mr Marcos. Especially now that the KBL 
is doing its best to win back the opposition temper of Davao, the opposition must 
never take chances. Never. 


But with the scarcity of campaign posters in the streets, it makes you think that we 
are indeed in the eye of the crisis. For twenty years Mr Marcos has not done any 
extraordinary endeavor to uplift the standard of living of the Filipino people, except 
a few. Even his own campaign-posters are scarce. It makes you think that the campaign 
is still very far away when it is only a matter of weeks. . 


The information drive of Cory-Doy must be speed up. Otherwise they will lose the very 
people whom the opposition was very confident about. 


EDITORIAL SPECULATES ON MARTIAL LAW DECLARATION 


HK221109 Davao City PEOPLE'S DAILY FORUM in English 27 Dec 85 p 2 
[Editorial: "KBL's Silence Is Ominous"] 


[Text] There are pregnant indications that President Marcos will once again use the 
military to keep himself in power if the trend of the snap presidential election would 
not favor his reelection. 


As of now the campaign machinery of the KBL has not yet warmed up but the pronouncements 
of reelectionist President Marcos are to the effect that the united opposition under 
Cory Aquino and Doy Laurel is conniving with communists to thwart the KBL victory. 

This and other past pronouncements made by President Marcos making the KBL party 

appear as an underdog and whimpering under the NPA military strength all tend to indi- 
cate that the scenario is being created to provide justification for a declaration of 
martial law again purportedly to save the country from falling into the hands of 
communists. 


If this happens would the Opposition's threat that the country will be overrun by 
radicalism come to materialize? Or will the Filipino people just cringe as they did 
when martial law was declared in 1972? 


As » .ow these are the grim possibilities that are shaping up. We only hope that the 
KBL p«cpaganda machinery will soon start working so that the atmosphere will turn into 
a real partisan political exercise and not as the mysterious but frightful sphinx in 
the desert. 


TATAD VIEWS U.S. INTERVENTION QUESTION 


HK230911 Manila BUSINESS DAY in English 22 Jan 86 p 4 
{"Here and Now" Column by Francisco S. Tatad: "American Intervention"] 


[Text] No American citizen is voting in this election, but both the KBL and the oppo- 
sition obviously want the "American vote." This is political reality, and it is under- 
standable. Both want the sympathetic regard of Washington, and some kind of assurance 
that in case one wins, one could count on the United States for more than the usual 


help to rebuild the economy and end the insurgency problem. 
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But in the process, both have the tendency to denounce "American intervention," obviously 
because each side suspects Washington of backing the other. They seem to have become 

a little paranoid about it, which explains the recent hostility in the ruling KBL toward 
the United States ambassador. 


In the beginning, the charge emanated solely from the opposition. President Marcos was 
getting a lot of money in exchange for the U.S."s continued use of the bases in Clark 
and Subic, and the money was going into military arms and equipment. Since these arms 
and equipment were being used by the regime "to suppress dissent and oppress the people," 
the opposition denounced the deliveries as open collaboration with Marcos, and lobbied 
for their termination. 


The response to this was that the deliveries were in compliance with existing commitments 
and obligations to the Philippine Government, and since Marcos was the president, the 
U.S. government was obliged to deal with him. It was never made clear by the opponents 
of these deliveries whether they would have preferred to discharge the U.S. from its 
obligations. 


That was long before the campaign. Now, except for the radical Left, wiiich regard the 
February election as one more proof of "U.S.-Marcos conspiracy," virtually no one in the 
opposition has lately complained about U.S. intervention. It is the KBL's turn. Marcos 
himself set the tone when in his earlier speeches, he denounced foreign meddling in the 
campaign. This was assiduously picked up by some pro-Marcos newspapers which have not 
since failed to brand visiting American officials as "meddlers," and lately by MP 
Leonardo Perez, among others, who saw in Ambassador Stephen Bosworth the very personifi- 
cation of intervention. 


Bosworth's unpardonable crime has been to give speeches where he expressed his govern- 
ment's position as an ally of the value of democratic institutions, particularly of clean 
and credible elections. Perez, who used to be chairman of the Commission on Elections, 
and whose presence in the Batasan is the result of a "clean and credible election," 

finds it repugnant and intolerable. He wants the Batasan to declare Bosworth persona 
non grata for making statements which, in his view, are uncalled for. 


This, however, is not the complete explanation. The KBL believes it was Bosworth and 
Jaime Cardinal Sin who were instrumental in preventing a ruinous split of the opposition 
at the eleventh hour by bringing together Cory Aquino and Doy Laurel after they had both 
decided to run separately for president, and after all other mediation efforts had 
failed. Both have denied this, although the Cardinal admits having met with Cory and 
Doy in his capacity as pastor. 


In addition, the KBL seems to believe that American funds have come into the Cory-Doy 
kitty, that the CIA is financing Namfrel [National Movement for Free Elections] (a 
charge which Jose Concepcion denounces as libel), and that the U.S. political officers 
monitoring the opposition side of the campaign are some kind of braintrusts for Aquino 
and Laurel. 


For as long as Marcos's position remained distinct from that of his opponent on the mili- 
tary bases and other questions affected by American interest, it was possible for the 
KBL to presume that if the U.S. were to put any bet on anybody in the election, it would 
have to be Marcos and nobody else. For Marcos alone could assure the U.S. of continued 
stay in the bases after 1991, and Marcos alone could assure the U.S. of prosecuting a 
vigorous counterinsurgency program. 


In the course of the campaign, however, Cory Aquino's stand on these questions has 
changed. Before she became a candidate, she signed a document with former Senator 
Lorenzo Tanada and businessman Jaime Ongpin, among others, advocating the removal of the 
bases. 
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She has since retreated from the position, and is now for a renegotiation of the bases 
agreement before it expires in 1991. Qn the issue of communism, she has moved away from 
her earlier statement about appointing reformed communists to the Cabinet, and has vowed 
to fight the communists if the; do not lay down their arms. In other words, she is no 
longer "the exact opposite of what Marcos is" on these questions. They have become more 
alike than unlike, and this makes the KBL uncertain of American preference at this point. 
It is this sense of insecurity, more than anything else, that seems to produce this big 
to-do about intervention. 


Paranoia is likely to grow as the election nears. Marcos has asked American observers 
to watch the election, but as they begin to arrive along with droves of foreign corre- 
spondents, the government seems to become increasingly sensitive about "sovereign" ques- 
tions. In an unexpected move, the foreign ministry sent an identical note to all the 
foreign embassies in Manila reminding them that the February election ts an internal 
affair of the Filipino people, and that the election law defines acts of intervention 
which are punishable. The diplomatic community is stunned. And Ambassador Bosworth is 
no longer alone. 


COLUMNIST VIEWS HOMESTRETCH OF ELECTION 


HK170841 Manila BUSINESS DAY in English 16 Jan 86 p 4 
[("Sensings", column by Nick T. Jimerez: The Turn Before the Homestretch."] 


[Text] Three weeks before the scheduled February 7 snap presidential elections could 
very well be the turn before the homestretch. The special presidential derby has now 
reached the last crucial turn -—— the people have left their seats and are now at the 
railings. 


At this point, I believe it would be most interesting to look into the progress of the 
political campaign and the interesting developments in what might easily be recorded as 
the "Philippine Election Thriller of the Century." Despite the intramurals within the 
opposition ranks it finally fielded its standard bearers for President andvice-president. 
It had a sluggish start for sure, but soon there appeared to be a groundswell of support 
as the opposition candidates brainstormed the country for what is recognized as the 
Marcos solid north to Mindanao. The initial reaction of candidate Marcos to the first 
opposition salvos was that he was "running scared." It is difficult to tell whether 
this reaction was real or purely intended for psychological effect, especially because 
as candidate Marcos claims, he is facing a lady contender. There are many who believe 
that candidate Marcos could easily handle Ninoy Aquino were he the candidate. But to 
face Cory Aquino, the widow of Ninoy, in the electoral contest is altogether different. 
It is perhaps possible that candidate Marcos is genuinely "running scared" as he faces 
not only candidate Cory Aquino but also the ghost of Ninoy. 


The opposition political strategists, I believe, have planned their campaign on the 
assumption that candidate Marcos due to his poor health will not be able to go far from 
Manila, his home base. This assumption is no longer valid. The latest sorties of candi- 
date Marcos to the Bicol Region, particularly Naga and Legaspi cities, have shown that 
candidate Marcos can still stand a fairly good abuse w'ich a political campaign requires. 
I believe that the opposition should think of something else. 


As many have observed, the opposition party has yet to take the offensive. It has 
reacted only to the ruling party's initiatives. It has been on the defensive from the 
very beginning. The opposition party strategists should be reminded that candidate Cory 
Aquino is the challenger. The challenger can only hope to win if the fight is carried to 
the champion's corner. 
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As in the game of chess, the player who plays the white pieces has a definite advantage 
-- it makes the first move. The player with the black pieces at the start can only 
react. But, as the game progresses, the black player attempts to wrest the initiative 
and launch his counter attack. However, this is only possible up to what is known as 
the middle game. The February 7 political contest is about to enter the final phase, 
the end game. The situation up to this point seems to be unclear. Both sides have to 
be extra careful to avoid incidents that can have disastrous effects on their final 
drive in the homestretch. I believe the opposition more than the ruling party can ill 
afford to have one more such incident. 


An interesting development in this extraordinary snap presidential elections is the 
unusual and unique interest shown by the United States government as indicated by the 
actions of some members of the U.S. Congress. Two waves of experts in the conduct of 
international elections under the sponsorship of both Republican and Democratic parties 
have visited the country to include certain known critical areas such as Negros Occi- 
dental and Nueva Vizcaya. It is expected that a third group of experts will finally be 
dispatched to monitor the conduct of the elections. The American authorities claim that 
clean and orderly elections will contribute to strengthening Philippine-American rela- 
tions. There is no intention to influence nor interfere in any manner the conduct of 

the electoral process as provided by Philippine laws. I am afraid this is easier said 
than done. It is reported that the experts will come with full logistical support to 
enable them to move around come election day. For them to be able to move around that 
country they must have their own organic transportation to include air transport facili- 
ties. The most convenient vehicle would be by helicopters or Lear Jets. If this hap- 
pens, I cannot imagine for the life of me the impact that these aircraft can have on the 
electoral process in places visited by the experts. Another possible concern for Comelec 
and other relevant Philippine authorities is the personal safety of the experts. Elec- 
tion day, Philippine style, is always a riotous affair in varying degrees. There must be 
provisions made to avoid any untoward incident. 


Finally, in this final turn before the homestretch for this presidential derby this 
column, strictly from swivel-chair "sensings," ventures this fearless forecast on the 
presidential elections if held as scheduled on February 7: 


The final "battleground" will be Metro Manila and the Southern Tagalog provinces. The 
winning candidate must carry these two regions. 


MARCOS' NEPHEW CLAIMS DIPLOMATS FAVOR AQUINO 


HK239711 Hong Kong AFP in English 0658 GMT 23 Jan 86 


[Text] Manila, Jan 23 (AFP) -- Roberto Romualdez, the second Filipino diplomat to 
openly defect to the opposition before a February presidential election has said he 
believes most diplomats support opposition candidate Corazon Aquino. 


In an interview with AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE while on the campaign trail with Mrs Aquino in 
the troubled Southern Philippines, Mr Romualdez, a nephew of first lady Imelda Marcos, 
said, "I can tell you a majority of Filipino diplomats abroad are supporting Cory 
Aquino." 


"Abroad, confidence in the Philippines has gone. Investment has dried up," said Mr 
Romualdez, who until his defection on Wednesday of last week was commercial attache in 
Brussels. "In the past four years we have experienced negative growth and the only way 
we can recover is to have a new president," he added. 


The first ranking diplomat to defect to Mrs Aquino was Mrs. Leticia Shahani, U.N. 
assistant secretary general and a cousin of Mr Marcos. Mrs Shahani resigned from govern- 
ment service January 6, saying she was exercising her right as a private Filipino citizen. 
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Meanwhile, last night in Quezon City, a key part of the Greater Manila area, the chair- 
man of the opposition Unido party defected tu the Marcos camp taking four supporters 
with him. Several other Aquino supporters have crossed over since December. 


COMELEC INTENSIFIES ELECTION PREPARATIONS 


Bans Namfrel Quick Count 
HK231053 Manila Far East Broadcasting Company in Tagalog 1000 GMT 23 Jan 86 


[Text] The Commission on Elections [Comelec] cancelled the authority of the National 
Citizens Movement for Free Elections to conduct an independent operation quick count. 
Comelec commissioners Jaime Opinion and Armon Felipe said that it is only the Comelec 
which has the authority to conduct an official tabulation of election returns. The 
Comelec stressed that the Namfrel should only assist the poll body in the tabulation 
of ballots and not engage in independent quick count operation. This means that the 
Comelec will have an unofficial quick count of advanced election returns and an of fi- 
cial count. Commissioner Opinion added that this will not create confusion as some 
people have feared. 


Meanwhile, Philippine Constabulary Chief Fidel Ramos demands that priority be accorded 
to the security of election officials and workers at polling places. According to 
Ramos, the Comelec should give clearance to security escort to election officials. He 
added that provision of security to individuals during election time should be consi- 
dered on a case-to-case basis. This, according to Ramos, should be in coordination 
with the Comelec. Ramos also asked all Ph‘ ‘ppine Constabulary commanders to intensify 
the campaign against illegal arms. 


Plans Counterinsurgency Measures 
HK220822 Manila BUSINESS DAY in English 21 Jan 86 p 24 


[Text] The Commission on Elections (Comelec) and the Philippine Constabulary/ Integrated 
National Police (PC/INP) have lined up counterinsurgency measures for the Feb 7 polls, 
to counter an expected intensified campaign by the Communist Party of the Philippines- 
New People's Army (CPP-NPA). In the meeting yesterday hetween Comelec officials and 

the PC/INP top brass, the two groups also agreed to coordinate efforts to prevent 
"subversive terrorists" from disrupting the electoral process. 


Comelec chairman Victorino A. Savellano told PC/INP chief Lt Gen Fidel Ramos that the 
provincial and regional commanders should confer and plan out remedies for areas where 
the conduct of elections may be threatened. The PC/INP was deputized by the commission 
recently to assist inupholding security during the elections. 


Ramos said some 400-800 barangays are considered "hot spots." He noted that these are 
only 1 percent-2 percent of the total 41,000 harangays in the country. Among the areas 
identified by Ramos are the Quezon-Bicol zone, Cordillera/Abra/Kalinga/Apayao borders, 
Cagayan, Misamis Oriental and Regions 4, 5, 11 and 12. Thongh this is only a tentative 
assessment, Ramos said, "preventive measures" have been set such as regular patrols, 
security to isolated areas particularly in the transfer of hallot boxes and the cluster- 
ing of barangays to have a common but safe areas to vote. 


The CPP-NPA "customarily" intensifies activities in electoral exercises, Ramos said. 
"The party policy adopted is boycott and so any method to reduce the number of people 
who would vote -- like terrorism -- would he resorted to by them," he said. 
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Ramos said he has issued instructions for the creation of 13 regional teams headed by a 
PC general or colonel to oversee the task reducing the number of "trouble spots." 


On the issue of the disarming of the Civilian Home Defense Forces (CHDF) as called for 
in the election code, both Ramos and Savellano hesitated to give a definite answer. 
Savellano said that he has not received an official report on the alleged presence of 
armed CHDF's particularly in Tarlac, although the election period has started. "CHDF 
members should not use arms for political purposes," Savellano said. Disarming should 
be done, he said, except in places where there is a need to prevent terrorists from 
taking over. 


Ramos agreed that CHDF members should not participate in partisan political activities. 
He could not guarantee, however, that all CHDF members would be disarmed especially 
those in troubled spots. These para-military forces are daily being killed and kid- 
napped in areas like Zamboanga del Sur, Ramos said. "What do you want us to do -- get 
their guns? They also have to defend themselves, their families and communities," 
Ramos said. A problem may ensue when there are two overlapping situations like a town 
hall attacked by terrorists yet at the same time security is required for the ballots, 
Ramos said. But this would be decided on a "case to case" basis as agreed upon with 
Comelec, he added. 


Opposition presidential bet Corazon C. Aquino recently petitioned the Comelec for the 
relief of five PC/INP officiers in Tarlac, citing their more than three years of assign- 
ment in that area and cases of "political terrorism." Ramos said he has asked these 
officers to give their side. He suggested to Savellano that a hearing be convened on 
this case so that the alleged abusive acts are properly aired. 


Savellano, meanwhile, suggested that mass actions before and after election day be ban- 
ned so as not to unduly influence the electoral process. Strikes and rallies which are 
for political purposes -- whether directly or indirectly -- should not be allowed, he 
said. A resolution on this will be issued once all the members of the commission agree, 
he added. 


Challenged To Purge Voter Lists 
HK221031 Manila BUSINESS DAY in English 21 Jan 86 p 22 
(By Gethsemane M. Selirio] 


[Text] Purging the flying voters in Makati appears to be the "test case" to find out 
if the Commission on Elections can really clean up the voters list nationwide. "If it 
can't be done in Makati, it cannot be done anywhere else," said Commissioner Froilan M. 
Bacungan who heads the Comelec purging committee. What lies ahead for the poll body in 
this town is the possibility that it has some 86,413 flying voters, according to the 
statistics. 


The committee found out about the flying voters when it compared the number of register- 
ed voters in 1984 with the projected voting population for the same year. The study 
showed that the town had 325,632 registered voters when the voting population (based on 
the National Census and Statistics Office data) was only 239,219. Thus, 36 percent or 
86,413 may be flying voters. 


Though Makati is only one of the 49 cities and municipalities in the country that 
Comelec suspects of harboring flying voters, it will be used as the test case because of 
the following reasons cited by Bacungan: It has a "very powerful mayor" (Namesio Yabut, 
who had denied that there are flying voters in this turf), a politically active citizen- 
ry, and a voting population that represents different economic levels. 
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Through Makati, Bacungen said, everyone wili know if the Comelec can push through with 
the purging on a wider scale because it will definitely have a harder time purging the 
flying voters in the remote areas. 


Aside from the statistics, the poll body can avail of "prima facie" evidence to prove 
the existence of flying voters. According to the findings of the voters identification 
division, 1,572 voters from 23 poll precincts share the same thumbmarks. The identical 
marks were discovered by Comelec fingerprint technicians who examined 6,661 thumbmarks 
in the voters’ affidavits using a magnifying glass. 


During the meeting last week among representatives of the town's local government, the 
political parties, the citizens arm and the Comelec, it was agreed that all sectors 
would have to cooperate in purging the list. Jose S. Concepcion Jr., national chairman 
of Namfrel, also offered as evidence his group's findings that there are voters in the 
town sharing the same birthdays and residences. For example, he said there are 206 
voters who stated in the affidavits that they live at 3314 Zapote St. Similarly, there 
are 147 voters supposed residing at 3316 Zapote St. and 35 voters at 8 Santos St. who 
were all born on Aug 8, 1962. "This case sticks out like a sore thumb," Concepcion 
said. He told Bacungan that the credibility of the Comelec is at stake here. 


Bucungan, however, raised a legal problem egarding the purging. Section 142 of the 
Omnibus Election Code states that it is a registered voter who should apply for the 
exclusion proceedings before a municipal or metropolitian trial court. But according 

to Section 8 of the snap election law (Batasan Pambansa 883), it is the accredited poli- 
tical parties which have until Jan 31 to file exclusion proceedings. 


"Comelec is not reneging on its task," Bacungan clarified as he sought to obtain the 
help of the political parties and the citizens of Makati to help by filing the exclusion 
proceedings. "We'll do the legal work," he promised them. Bacungan said the Comelec 

is playing it safe since a judge might question the exclusion proceedings on this tech- 
nical ground. 


But the poll body won't be without help in its legal work. Some 2,000 lawyers of the 
Integrated Bar of the Philippines are expected to be mobilized by the Comelec to help 
prepare the cases against the flying voters in Makati and in other areas. 


Orders Probe of KBL Harassment 
HK171141 Quezon City ANG PAiIAYAGANG MALAYA in English 11 Jan 86 pp 1, 2 


[By Ben Evardone] 


[TExt] The Commission on Elections yesterday ordered an investigation into the reported 
harassment of opposition presidential candidate Corazon Aquino in Quirino province 
Thursday, allegedly by KBL leaders. 


Comelec chairman Victorino A. Savellano directed Lawyer Silvestre Bello, overall head 
of the Comelec special action team, to send a team to Quirino immediately to verify 
reports that a social hall reserved for the Unido rally was burned down in mysterious 
circumstances after it was used by the KBL. Savellano asked Bello to look into the 
possible violation of the election law by “henchmen” of KBL warlord MP Orlando Dulay 
for stopping the Unido rally. 


It was reported that the rally permit in Diffun, Quirino granted to Unido was withdrawn 
by KBL acting mayor Froctuso Natividad, saying the Unido would bring "chaos and confu- 
sion among the Diffun residents." 


\ 
\ 
\ 
\ 
\ 


\ 
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Other Comelec developments: 


-- The Comelec adopted yesterday guidelines on foreign observers in the Feb. 7 snap 
presidential election. The poll body said foreign observers are banned from entering 
polling centers during the election day. The Comelec, however, said that foreign 
observers can request any official of the government for interviews on the electoral 
process, confer with the representatives of registered political parties, candidates, 
on any matter they may wish to be informed. But they shall refrain from making any 
remarks or statements which will constitute partisan political activity while they are 
in the Philippines. 


-- The Comelec discovered yesterday that there are 300 voting centers inside the mili- 
tary camps in Taguig and Makati. Citing the provisionof the Election Code prohibiting 
polling centers inside military camps, Savellano ordered the relocation of these 
polling places to other areas outside the military reservation. 


-- The Sangguniang Panlalawigan of Camarines Sur accused Namfrel chairman Jose 
Concepcion, Jr. of being partial to the opposition and demanded his resignation. In a 
telegram to the Comelec, Gov. Felix Fuentebella, said the Sangguniang Panlalawigan in 
his province has adopted a resolution, asking the resignation of Concepcion. 


In a related development, the Kabataang Baranggay Federation of Antique asked the 
Comelec to withdraw its accreditation of Namfrel in the province, saying its officers 
and members are partial to the opposition candidates. 


It was also reported that KBL men announced through loud speakers the cancellation of 
Unido rallies in Diffun and Cabaraguis. 


Petitioned by Foreign Press 
HK240439 Hong Kong AFP in English 0413 GMT 24 Jan 86 


[Text] Manila, Jan 24 (AFP) -- The Foreign Correspondents Association of the 
Philippines (FOCAP) today filed a petition with the National Election Commission to be 
allowed to enter polling places during the February presidential election. The 
association, which speaks for some 80 foreign journalists resident in the Philippines, 
asked that members be given the same access to polling stations they they had been 
granted in past elections and not be barred from within 50 metres (yards) of them. 


Attorney Antonio Coronel, who filed the petition at the Commission on Elections 
(Comelec) today, said that previously correspondents for foreign news services, some 
of them Philippine nationals, had been allowed to enter polling places with the same 
rights as accredited watchers of political parties. Under the election code only 
voters, Comelec officials and party watchers are allowed inside the 90,000 polling 
stations nationwide. 


Comelec said yesterday that there was no discrimination against the foreign press in 
coverage of the elections, and Comelec chairman Victoring Savellano said the 50-meter 
ban applied to all foreign observers, including journalists. 


Submitted to the commission were press cards from the 1981 presidential eleccion and 
the 1984 parliamentary polls stating that the bearers should be accorded the same 


rights as watchers, which included entering polling places. 
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Mr. Coronel is best known here for his defence of Philippine Armed Forces Chief of 
Staff Fabian Ver, who was acquitted in December with 25 others in connection with 
the 1983 assassination of opposition politician Benigno Aquino. He also has a strong 
record of defending journalists. 


Warns Military on Gun Ban 
HK200735 Quezon City Maharlika Broadcasting System in English 0700 GMT 20 Jan 86 


[Text] The Commission on Elections today warned members of the AFP [Armed Forces 
of the Philippines] and those of the CHDF [Civilian Home Defense Forces] and barangay 
self-defense unit, against carrying firearms outside their homes. 


The poll body issued the warning following reports that a number of paramilitary 
units were seen carrying firearms in various places in violation of the provision 
of the Omnibus Election Code. Commissioner Ramon Felipe said parliamentary units 
have been banned from carrying firearms starting December 11 and one month 

after the election under the new election code. Violators will be meted a prison 
term of 6 to 12 years on conviction. 


Ramos Suspends Gun Permits 
HK230851 Manila BUSINESS DAY in English 22 Jan 86 p 22 


[Text] Lt Gen Fidel V. Ramos, Armed Forces vice-chief of staff and head of the 
Constabulary and the Integrated National Police, yesterday suspended all permits 
he issued for the carrying of firearms outside residences. The ban, which was made 
in compliance with a Commission on Elections resolution, would be effective during 
the election period from last Dec 6 up to March 9. 


The Comelec resolution prohibits the carrying of firearms outside residences or 
places of business, unless there is written authority from the poll body. Exempted 
from the ban are cashiers and disbursing officers and others who habitually carry 
large sums of money or valuables. However, they are required to secure written 
exemptions from the Comelec. The ban also covers the carrying of firearms inside 
motor vehicles, watercraft or aircraft. 


Violation of the firearms ban is punishable with a prison term of one to six years, 
disqualification from holding public office and deprivation of the right to 
suffrage. 


Press Will Aid Poll Count 


HK221047 Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 21 Jan 86 pp 1, 20 


[Text] The BULLETIN TODAY, DAILY EXPRESS, TIMES JOURNAL, and the president of the 
National Press Club, the third citizens’ arm accredited by the Commission on 
Elections (Comelec) for the Feb. 7 elections, started setting up yesterday the 
machinery for an unofficial, nationwide poll count for the benefit of the readers 
of the three publications. The media group explained that the poll count is not 
independent of the Comelec. What it will actually do is to help the poll body. 


The media group will help the Comelec in gathering election results on a nationwide 
scale as fast as possible. It will work under the poll body's direct control and 
supervision. Dubbed "Media Poll Count '86" the project was launched with the 
organizers sending representatives to various provinces to recruit tally coordinators 
from among local news correspondents and civic groups whose help in the project will 


be solicited. 
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The Mindanao area would be the first target of the media group. Juan Perez Jr. 
publisher of the EXPRESS, said that they are inviting the other newspapers and 
all radio and television networks to join the project. 


"Media Poll Count '86" which is funded by the three major dailies, will use returns 
gathered by the municipal registrars of the Comelec. Using all available communica- 
tion facilities in the provinces, the election results will be transmitted to the 
media group's headquarters at the Phil-Trade complex for distribution to all media 
offices in Metro Manila. 


LATE REPORT: 3,500 MARCH FOR POLL BOYCOTT 


HK241113 Hong Kong AFP in English 1059 GMT 24 Jan 86 


[Text] Manila, Jan 24 (AFP) -- Thousands of students and urban slum dwellers marched 
through Manila's commercial district today to campaign for a boycott of a February 
presidential poll which they consider a U.S.-sponsored sham, eyewitnesses said. 


The marchers, estimated to number 3,500 by independent observers, waved red stream- 
ers, exploded firecrackers and chanted "snap election 86 boycott" as they marched 
through the heavily populated Quiapo District toward the central Miranda Square. 

No police were visible at the scene, althoughthere were reports that the group, 
composed mostly of student militants and urban slum dweilers, would march to the 
presidential palace later today. 


The march was organized by the left-leaning Alliance Bayan, which called for a 
boycott of the February 7 poll when opposition candidate Corazon Aquino refused to 
include its key demands in her platform of government, notably the immediate dis- 
mantling of U.S. military bases in the Philippines. 


President Ferdinand Marcos, in power for 20 years, is running against Mrs. Aquino, 
widow of his slain political archrival Benigno Aquino. 


A statement distributed by the marchers said they were boycotting the election 
because it "will not be a free exercise," and that Mr. Marcos, using "fraud and 
intimidation" of voters, would win because "the vote of the U.S. remains intended 
for Marcos." The U.S. still needs the tested iron hands of Marcos to safeguard 
its strategic interests in the country against the surging nationalist movement ,"’ 
it added. 
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